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A Prayer for Thanksgiving Day 


Ae 

Le 
If I have been embittered by the thought If some unfriendly deed has touched my life, pis) 
That I have failed to find the things I sought, And filled my heart with battle-lust of strife; Ke 
And walked with sullen steps upon my way— If I have brooded over-much on wrong, iG 
Help me, dear Lord, on this Thanksgiving Day, And raised too seldom gratitude’s sweet song, 2 
With memory refreshed, to look aright, _ Help me on this Thanksgiving Day to see Kc 
And see success and failure in Thy light— . Thy many mercies, undeserved, to me— G 

And then be glad. And then be glad. 


If in the daily round of life, a word If sorrow’s tears have blotted out the sky, 
Has carried venom to my heart, and stirred If joy has changed to grief, and song to sigh; 
Black unforgiving hate within me, yet If loss has come, and in the sudden ache, 
Help me on this Thanksgiving Day forget It seemed as if the throbbing heart must break, 
Those words—so few—and blot them from my mind, Help us this day, dear Lord, to feel Thy hand, 
Thinking of many others, good and kind— And, resting on Thy love, to understand— 

And then be glad. And then be glad. 
‘ —George H. Lorah, Litt.D. 
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Father, I Thank Thee! 


For the trumpets of flame that pierce 
the gray 
Of ghostly mists to herald day; ; ‘ij 
For the cheery smile of a warm friend, Sun; i . a + mS 
For the purple dusk when day is done; ss Paes (C. 
For the spreading dome of tranquil blue qi \G 
That drips its calm, like evening dew; 4 ps “| * Cie: oe 
For billowy clouds like featherbeds | 3 ; fy Ae : K& 
That sail serenely o’er our heads; 
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For twinkling lanterns that swing on high; 
For a silver ladder dropped from the sky; 
Fer the bold wind’s song as he hurries past, 
Lashing his steeds to a fury fast; 

For the challenge of light’ning, the 


OG 


greeting of rain 
As it taps a message on window pane; 
For the deep, blue peace of quiet snow, 
For its fairy kiss on cheek or brow; 


LBAGAG 


For the flaming splendor of the West; ‘3 7 m4 — *. F ses \G 
For treasured gems in Mem’ry’s chest; Po ae — es $ : , 5 Wt en) 
For ears that hear, and eyes that see; Ke 
For Love’s brave shield, defending me; anaes, “ 2 os \G 
For understanding glimpsed in eyes; ESE ss Re PT i Oe Pe, Sovnt aves sh ‘ ie 
For friendly counsel from the wise; x vot st a Sha 

For the light of joy in the face of friends; G 
For the sweet content'a good book lends; 


C 
For a faithful dog with which to rove; wih io : e/a G 
For a wide world full of folks to love; wey fe bay igh ee me Bh o's res 
For an honest task; an open mind; ee li Fi ; oR ee t 1 er ; 
For a Master to serve who is Just and Kind! VG 
For all these, Father, and ten thousand more re 
That Thou knowest ere I name them o’er, 
I humbly thank Thee! Help me be 
More worthy of Thy gifts to me! 
—Grace Harner POFFENBERGER. 
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Chancel Decoration for Harvest Thanksgiving Service in St. Paul’s Church, Numidia, Pa., the 
Rev. A. Levan Zechman, pastor. 
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“WE ARE THE BUILDERS OF A NEW 
WORLD” 


“We” are of course the youth, calling 
to all who will heed. More particularly we 
are Harry H. Moore, who writes about 
half the book, and twenty others whom he 
asks to contribute their impassioned plea. 
And it is impassioned. It is almost as 
though this was the last word these men 
could address to their fellow-citizens and 
they wanted to make the most of the 
opportunity. The Association Press has 
given about ten pages each to these writ- 
ers. They have eagerly seized upon the 
opportunity. The list upon the jacket ar- 
rests one—James Truslow Adams, Ray- 
mond B. Fosdick, William Trufant Foster, 
Sir Philip Gibbs, Walter Lippman, Walter 
Rauschenbush—these upon the cover; fif- 
teen others equally as arresting on the in- 
side. 

There is no attempt by the editor to 
say what the emphasis shall be or what 
these men shall say—only that there shall 
be a change of emphasis from the former 
tried and unsuccessful things and the new 
and adventurous things. The fathers have 
made a failure at running the world. They 
have tried all sorts of older things and 
they have proved wanting. We are out for 
“a new world”. It is time to take Jesus 
at His word: “Behold I make all things 
new!” It is interesting to note how every- 
one, no matter what language he uses, 
comes back ultimately to this: “You have 
failed with the old; we are going to try 
the new way with him.” 

The first third of the book is an analysis 


The Sunday School—Ally or Enemy 


There can be no doubt that this ques- 
tion is-a real one to many ministers and 
laymen, not only of our own Church, but 
of other denominations as well. The 
International Journal of Religious Educa- 
tion for October of this year contained an 
article by Dr. Homrighausen of our Church 
entitled, “A Man Who Abolished His Sun- 
day School.” It described an adventure 
made not by himself but by another min- 
ister. Men scarcely abolish an organiza- 
tion or even talk about abolishing it un- 
less they seriously question its usefulness. 
At Eastern Synod’s conference on Chris- 
tian Edueation, held at Perkasie, Pa., a 
month or so ago, a group of ministers 
drifted by natural gravitation into the 
question of the rivalry between Sunday 
School and Church. No subject in the 
whole field of Christian Education is more 
sure to strike fire among ministers than 
this one. And now the “Messenger” of 
November 1 presents the report of the 
Committee on Sunday Schools of Reading 
Classis in which the tendency to make the 
Sunday School a substitute for the Church 
is sincerely deplored. 

All of these are but recent evidences of 
the existence of a perplexing and peren- 
nial problem. In order to understand it 
one must go back 154 years to the found- 
ing of the Sunday Sehool. 

The Sunday School was begun in 1780 
in Gloucestér, England. The important 
thing to note is that it was founded out- 
side the Church. No doubt the inspira- 
tion for its establishment came from the 
Chureh, for its founder was a devout 
Churchman. Nevertheless the Church as 
such had nothing to do with its begin- 
nings. It was founded not by a minister 


of the present situation—a discerning and 
unsparing picture of the mess we older 
people have made of things by the old 
methods, the old economie principles, the 
old diplomacy and statesmanship, the old 
individualism in business, business for 
profits instead of business for service, the 
overwhelming rule of the machine, the 
growth of materialism—all these are pic- 
tured vividly. They really should be read 
by the youth of this age and I wish I 
could bring them to it: “The Threatened 
Decay of Western Civilization”, “The 
Menace of the Machine”, by Philip 
Gibbs; “Ancient Enemies of Mankind”, by 
Harry H. Moore (the Exploitation of 
Workers, .Graft and Corruption, Juvenile 
Delinquency and Crime, Civie Ugliness, 
Disease and Ill Health, Poverty and Lux- 
ury, Cruelty and Greed); “War or Peace”, 
by Philip Gibbs; “The Crisis in Charae- 
ter’, James Truslow Adams; “The Amer- 
ican Dream”, by James Truslow Adams; 
“A New Social Order’. The second two- 
thirds of the book is a ringing inquiry: 
“What are you going to do about it?”— 
“First, Get Understanding”, by Harry H. 
Moore; “The Social Science and the New 
World”, by Raymond B. Fosdick; “The 
Paramount Question”, by William Trufant 
Foster; “A New Social Order”, by Walter 
Lippman; “Fragments for a Youth’s Phil- 
osophy”, by Richard L. Cabot, Paul Doug- 
las, Lincoln Steffens, Kirby Page, Robert 
A. Millikan, and Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
After these suggestions for a youth’s phil- 
osophy there are several pages by the 
editor, Mr. Moore, gathering up what has 
been said and contributing not a little 


Dr. Nevin C. HARNER 


MY THANKSGIVING 


For the joy of work. For the 
chance to hit hard—when necessary. 
For the goodness and the grit of 
the fellow who may disagree with 
me. For the test that shows wherein 


I may grow stronger. For the 
thought that “Each new day may 
be as the beginning of life.” For 
the power of Christ Whom I serve. 
For the final victory which I know 
shall be mine. —Charles Stelzle 


but by a layman, a printer named Robert 
Raikes. The first sessions were held not 
in a Chureh, but in a private residence. 
The initial impulse out of which it grew 
arose not in the action of a Church judica- 
tory but in the charitable soul of a Chris- 
tian individual. Furthermore, the organ- 
ized Church heartily opposed this new 
movement. The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
who then as now was the ranking Church- 
man of England, called a conference of 
Church leaders to combat it. 

From that day to this the relationship 
between the Sunday School and the Church 
has never been clearly defined. Although 
countless ministers have poured their very 
life-blood into the Sunday School move- 
ment, it has always been to a certain ex- 
tent a laymen’s movement. When the 
American Sunday School Union was found- 
ed in 1824, the first great Sunday School 
promotional ageney on this side of the 
water, all clergy were carefully excluded 


valuable suggestion as to the way we 
should go and what shall be the prinei- 
ples of the new world order. 


I say I wish I could get the youth of 
America to read these pioneers of this 
New World Order. They are not radical 
but they are brave and Christian; they 
are not revolutionary but they call for 
bold adventure and brave experiment; 
they would not throw everything in the 
past overboard but they would try new 
paths. 


I wish there were space to give some 
of the calls to the new service here. Mr. 
W. Beran Wolfe sums them up well on 
page 124: “You can hardly name a sphere 
of human activity, be it transportation or 
international peace, be it economics or 
socialogy, be it commerce or medicine, 
polities or philosophy, in which old values 
are not tumbling, in which there is not a 
cry for leaders. The world is sick of its 
mistakes; it is hungry for peace and 
brotherhood. We stand at the crossroads. 
One road leads definitely toward the broth- 
erhood of man which has been the goal 
of every religious and philosophic move- 
ment of the past. One road leads to the 
very destruction of mankind by war and 
competition. We can choose consciously. 
Mankind must make evilization work for 
mankind. No one need ever be unhappy 
who sees this task clearly, who looks to 
his resources, who goes forward, singing, 
to the accomplishment of the greatest task 
of all, the establishment of a practical 
brotherhood of man.” 

Frederick Lynch 


of the Church? 


from its Board of Directors. The Presi- 
dent of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath 
School Association at this writing is an 
honored layman of our denomination, and 
the great names in the history of our 
State Association have almost without 
exception been laymen. 

The cleavage, therefore, between Sun- 
day School and Church is not of recent 
origin. When we view the Sunday School 
movement historically, we see an institu- 
tion springing up not within the Church 
so much as alongside the Church. It is 
regarded by laymen and laywomen as pe- 
culiarly their own, while the Church and 
the Church service belong more distine- 
tively to the clergy. In time it is admit- 
ted—sometimes grudgingly but as a rule 
gladly—into the Church building, where 
it is free to hold its sessions. Officially it 
is made subordinate to the consistory of 
the Church in which it meets, but this 
subordination is generally nominal rather 
than real. And—most serious of all— 
without the careful .planning which one 
might have looked for, it sets down along- 
side the established Sunday morning 
Church service a second service which is 
almost an exact duplicate of the Church 
service. Upon its arrival on the scene it 
found a Protestant service consisting 
roughly of half an hour of worship and 


half an hour of sermon. All too blindly it 


proceeded to prefix to this service half an 
hour of worship and half an hour of ser- 


mon (for this is what the teaching of 


many adult classes actually becomes). Is 


it any wonder that some people decline 
to undergo two successive hours so nearly ~ 


alike? 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 


I have just finished reading the statement of one of to- 
day’s keen business analysts, which emphasizes such things 
as our undisturbed and unequalled natural resources and 
possessions; our gigantic 21 billion safety deposits; life 
insurance in force totaling 100 billions; banks with a sur- 
plus of money to loan; our unsurpassed transportation and 
communication facilities ; the eagerness for employment and 
constructive action; and unmistakable evidences of better 
understanding between employer and employee, government 
and business, rural and urban population, progressives and 
conservatives. And I utter a prayer of thanksgiving. 


I am able to jot down the names of a number of Church 
members, friends, and acquaintances who, during recent 
months, one after the other have secured jobs, and are 
“marching off to work”. As I note happiness of face and 
greater contentment of soul, I utter a prayer of thanksgiv- 
ing. 

There rings in my ears a friend’s declaration, made re- 
cently. It was to the effect that, while the position he 
now had, after some months of idleness, did not pay him 
more than one-half of what he had received some years 
ago, his eyes had been opened to the value of life’s more 
common things, he was more appreciative, and that he was 
really happier than before. Recalling this expression of 
a new and finer attitude toward life, which is illustrative, I 
utter a prayer of thanksgiving. 

I hear much about “noble experiments’, and “trends”, 
and “transitions”, and “‘constructive measures’, all avow- 
edly designed to produce a social and economic order that 
shall contain more of the Christ and His principles than the 
former one. For these signs, however faint, I utter a prayer 
of thanksgiving. 

Somehow I sense, in those around me, a new grip on life, 
a new hope for the future, the absence of that spirit of 
futility and defeatism, a conviction that God is not so far 
removed, after all, from the scene of an apparent debacle; 
and that His beneficent and gentle Hand is leading and 
guiding us all to better days. For this manifestation and 
acknowledgment of a renewed reign of God in the hearts 
of men, I utter a prayer of thanksgiving. 


—RusseELL D. CUSTER 


APPRECIATING LIFE 


Thanksgiving is the logical fruit of the sense of appre- 
ciating life. No matter which way we may turn, we see the 
footmarks of those great souls who have gone before us, 
whose sacrificial devotion and idealism has lighted the dark 
pathway of human life. The more we study life and 
progress the oftener we are moved to say, “Someone has 
been here before.” 

Think of it. Others developed and enriched the language 
which gives us the opportunity of self-expression; others 
built our libraries, put knowledge and beauty into print for 
the sake of our growth in grace and power; others created 
masterpieces in beauty and art and music, bringing us face 
to face with the beauty of God’s world. 

We walk into a beautiful Church edifice and worship. 
Our hearts are filled with joy and peace, we share with 
others in prayer, song and praise. Again we find that 
others have been here before us. Some moving, heroic 
spirits have sacrificed, toiled, died to make music, religious 
architecture, the freedom of worship and the knowledge of 
truth possible for us. 

Walk into God’s open spaces. You can hear the music 
of His creation; you can see His handiwork in the beauty 
of the flowers and in the abundance of the fields; see His 
very footsteps upon the hilltops and through the meadows. 
God is re-creating, reshaping His world for our sake. 

So it is always. “Someone has been here before us.” 
Were our minds alert, we could travel across the whole span 
of life and see the truth for ourselves. We could see it in 
the democratic form of our government: Others have shed 
their precious blood for your freedom and mine. We could 
see it in our homes: Others have suffered and sacrificed to 
set the ideal examples for Christian homes. Others died to 
free the slaves; others died to end tyrannies; others suf- 
fered pain, hunger, prison and death to create a more just, 
a more Christian world, in which you and I might live. We 
may not know their names, nevertheless they lived and died 
for us. The fruits of their sacrifices are ours to enjoy. 
The poet sings true to life: 

“What was his name? I do not know his name, 
I only know he heard God’s voice and came. 
Brought all he had across the sea, 

To live and die for God and me. 
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Felled the ungracious oak, 

Dragged from the soil with horrid toil 

The thrice-gnarled root and stubborn rock, 
With plenty piled up the haggard mountain side. 
And at the end, without memorial, died. 

No blaring trumpets sounded out his fame ; 

He lived, he died, I do not know his name.’ 


That was the central fact about the life of Jesus. 
lived, He worked, He died for others. 

So the appreciation of life becomes also a challenge to 
those of us who live: First, to be thankful to God for the 
tokens of His bountiful love for man; thankful for the 
lives of the multitudes of benefactors of humanity who 
have made it possible for us to enjoy many blessings. 
Then it challenges us to devote our own lives, that others 
might also share in these blessings. Our world as yet is 
far from the Kingdom of God. Unnecessary poverty and 
nakedness force crime and hatred upon us; greed and fear 
create wars; pride and prejudice develop ill-will among 
individuals and nations; selfishness and ignorance promote 
vice and sin. The spirit of Thanksgiving is a direct chal- 
lenge to every Christian to help create a new heaven and 
a new earth, that health and security, liberty and plenty, 
peace and goodwill may be shared by all people the world 
over. Only a celebration of Thanksgiving which faces 
this challenge is true to the spirit of Christ. 


—SarRKIs PAPAJIAN 


He 


Kittanning, Pa. 
oka t 


A PORTENTOUS LACK 


Probably the saddest portent of this hour is the lack of 
contrition. Historians have repeatedly told us that after 
years of depression and hardship people were wont in great 
numbers to turn back to the Lord and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. Time after time in the history of 
nations the multitudes were found on their knees. It is 
indeed a solemn fact that there is so little evidence of such 
a spirit today. 

Dr. James Reid, the eminent British preacher, reminds 
us that, in the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus puts the need for for- 
giveness alongside the need of bread. Something is ser- 
iously wrong with our body if it is not aware at times of 
hunger, and something is gravely wrong with the soul if 
there is not a longing for forgiveness. If there are today 
few penitential tears, if there is no agony of soul over 
individual and social sins, if there be few crying out from 
the heart, “God, be merciful to me a_ sinner !’’—these 
symptoms seem to furnish conclusive evidence that the 
longing for forgiveness is lacking, and that we should not 
hope for better things until we and our people show a 
hunger for God as well as a hunger for bread. 


* oO x 


GOD 


No rustle of leaves in the trees to murmur their quiet 
lullabies as the night let fall her heavy curtain about us. 
The rich autumn colorings were fast fading, cut by the chill 
of the wind and the driving rain that beat so spatteringly 
against the window panes. Within, a fire blazed upon the 
hearth. Logs, dragged in from the forest and cut to length, 
gave warmth to our bodies and cheer to our souls. 

A congenial group encircled that hearth. Many have been 
the times these latter years when together we have found 
the rich rewards that friendship has to offer. While the 
flames leaped high, sending their dancing lights and shadows 
into the farthermost corners of the room, we fell to sing- 
ing familiar songs from past days,—songs of the home, of 
colle ege and the Church. As the singing continued, the 
flames on the hearth ceased to send their tongues of fire 
high into the chimney. Ere long, glowing embers gave out 
a soft, more quiet light. A deep contentment settled upon 
us, and we felt the tug of a tighter bond in the fellowship 
that was ours. For a time each was left to his own thoughts, 
to wander where he would under the spell of the fire-light. 
Then, without knowing how, Mohr’s Christmas hymn, 
“Silent Night”, was begun. The verses were sung, then 
the music was hummed. Kindled by the warm glow of the 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER NOVEMBER 22, 1934 


fire, moved by the rhythm and beauty of the music, and 
touched into a living thing by our fellowship, a new sense 
of The Best Within pushed its way up into our conscious- 


ness. God was a part of that fellowship that night. 
Truly, it is the fool who hath said, ‘‘There is no God.” 
—L. U. ‘1. MILLER 


ee 
“HOLY NIGHT, PEACEFUL NIGHT” 


Our Memory Hymn for December is one of the best 
known and best loved of all the Christmas carols. Dr. 
William J. Hart, in his book, “Hymns in Human Experi- 
ence’’, tells the following touching story about this beauti- 
ful hymn. In the village of Oberndorf, Germany, through 
the thoughtful hospitality of the Maier family, a festival 
play was performed, in view of the approaching Christmas. 
This play so stirred the heart of one of the guests, a young 
priest by the name of Joseph Mohr, that instead of return- 
ing home he climbed the Totenberg (Mountain of the 
Dead) overlooking the village. He stood there in quiet 
meditation. The silence of the night, the blinking of the 
stars, the murmur of the Salzach River, all inspired him. 
Quickly he returned to his parish house, and late that night 
the words of ‘Stille Nacht” were written. The next day 
he hastened to his organist, Franz Gruber, and requested 
that he write the music for this song. Gruber composed 
the well-known tune. On Christmas Eve of 1818, the priest 
and organist were ready to offer their contribution for the 
first time. The organ proved to be out of commission, but 
Gruber was ingenious. He hurried home and brought his 
guitar, and to its accompaniment he and the priest sang 
this beautiful carol as a duet. It touched the congregation 
deeply, and after the service the two friends, with tears 
of joy in their eyes, embraced on the steps of the Church, 
in gratitude for this impressive rendition. Since that eve- 
ning the song has become one of the Christmas favorites 
all over the world. Dr. J. B. Reeves, in his book, “The 
Hymn as Literature”, says that the translation into Eng- 
lish was made by Jane Campbell, an English writer, in 
1863. Surely this is a hymn that all Christian people should 
know and love! If you have not already done so, be sure 
to make it one of your prized possessions. 


ES 
A GENTLEMAN 


There have been many definitions of a gentleman. The 
best way to discover just what the term implies is to study 
the life of Him Who was truly called “the first true Gen- 
tleman that ever lived.” 

Someone has said that “a gentleman is one who puts 
more into the common cause than he takes out of it.” How 
that searches us! How many men, even in the Church, are 
true gentlemen when judged by that high standard? George 
Adam Smith once gave this definition: “When I think of 
the heart of a gentleman, I imagine it firm and intrepid, 
void of all inordinate passions, and full of tenderness, com- 
passion, and benevolence. When I view the fine gentleman 
with regard to his manners, methinks I see him modest 
without bashfulness, frank and affable without imperti- 
nence, obliging and complaisant without servility, cheerful 
and in good humor without noise. These amiable qialities 
are not easily obtained.” 

The world’s conception of gentlemanliness may be far 
more concerned with good manners than with good morals; 
it may exalt the letter above the spirit, etiquette above in- 
tegrity, the glitter of the “social register” above the fine 
gold of character. Where do you put the accent? What 
men now living would you prefer to resemble? 

Wise men have pointed out that our estimate of what 
constitutes a gentleman is, after all, a revelation of our 
own ideals and of the spirit which dominates our lives. 
Can any higher tribute be paid to any man than to say of 
him: “He was pre-eminently a Christian gentleman”? It 
will be worth while for you to formulate in words your 
idea along this line. The MEssENGER will be glad, there- 
fore, to give a valuable prize to the reader who sends us 
the best definition of a Christian gentleman, using not more 


than 50 words, which must be in the Editor’s hands before’ — 


Christmas. 
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RUGGED INDIVIDUALISM 


Four traveling salesmen received curt orders to meet the 
sales manager of “The Get or Bust” company at the Blank 
Hotel, Philadelphia, at 8 P. M. They were there promptly. 
They met their manager and saw their sales-charts hung 
conspicuously on the walls of the room. The manager lost 
no time getting down to business. The men were put “on 
the carpet’—good and proper. Their sales had been stead- 
ily decreasing. The black lines on the charts represented 
their last year’s sales. “Why this decrease ?”’, 
was the peremptory demand. 

The salesmen defended themselves on the ground that 
there was scarcely any business at all in their territory. 

“Bunk,” was the manager’s reply. “The Chicago terri- 
tory has done ten times what you fellows have done.” 

“Sure,” one salesman replied. “The building trade re- 
ports show that there was ten times more building in the 
Chicago territory than in the Philadelphia territory.” 

The manager waived that explanation aside and lectured 
the men on salesmanship. He showed a chart of what 
was being done in the Philadelphia territory and claimed 
their share of the business should have been five times, at 
the lowest, what they had gotten. Argument and abuse 
was bestowed on the men until 1 A. M., and the adjourn- 
ment left them with the implication that for them it would 
be “get or git.” 

The sales manager was satisfied with his work. He would 
get results or know the reasons why. The men departed, 
determined that as soon as possible they would get other 
jobs, join the Socialist party, and do their part in smash- 
ing “rugged individualism”. 

Yes, there still are men of the type of that sales man- 
ager, but what such men do not seem to know is that their 
methods make their salesmen sell something not on their 
list of merchandise—views on a social order which, if the 
firms knew about it, would turn their hair gray over night. 


—Now AND THEN 


*k * Ox 
PREJUDICE 


Some one has said that “prejudice comes from being 
‘down on what you are not ‘up on’.” There is a world of 
truth in that observation. Examine your prejudices one by 
one, and you are pretty sure to discover, if your mind re- 
mains amenable to reason, that it has been some lack of 
knowledge which has led first to misunderstanding, and 
then to bias and bigotry. Such is the deceitfulness of the 
human heart that we are led, after a while, to boast about 
our convictions, when many of those so-called “convictions” 
are little more than crystallized prejudices. 

The poet wrote, “If I knew you and you knew me, how 
pleasantly we could agree!’ But we do not know each 
other very well, and so we misinterpret—and sometimes 
malign—one another. The story of the great writer who 
hated a man that he had never met, and refused to meet 
that man for fear that he might love him if he knew him, 
is a classic that should ever be remembered as a warning to 
us. When we are not “up on” a man, or an institution, or 
a policy, there is a subtle temptation to be “down on” that 
man, or institution, or policy. Thus prejudice and intoler- 
ance are born. 

In this connection we should like to commend very 
warmly that splendid new book entitled “Intolerance”, by 
Winfred Ernest Garrison, published by Round Table Press. 
It will be reviewed among many others in our Book Num- 
ber next week, but we should like to take this opportunity 
to say that if you want a worth while record of the good 
as well as the bad things which have come out of intoler- 
ance, here is a classic text book which you cannot afford 
to miss. Eminently fair and wise, it deserves to be studied 
by all honest folk who really want to be a help instead of a 
hindrance in establishing the reign of brotherhood on the 
earth. 

Have you ever stopped to think what a happy world we 
might have if we got rid of all unworthy prejudices? Let 
us ask God to help us keep our minds open to all the evi- 
dence that will remove such blights and festering sores, 
which cause so much sorrow and heartache. 


Golde U RCH. 
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THE NEED FOR RELIGION 


Canon Peter Green was recently asked about the place 
of art in the whole scheme of human activity. He an- 
swered that “art is for the education of man in noble emo- 
tion, just as science is for man’s intellectual education in 
right knowledge, and ethics for his education in right 
choice.” 

This definition takes in the trinity of feelings, intellect 
and will, which constitute the elements of personality. If 
it seems to leave no room for religion, it can truthfully be 
said that religion embraces all these aspects of life. Re- 
ligion is the spirit which gives tone and temper, as well as 
direction, to art, science and ethics alike. It is “the tie that 
binds” the three together. Without religion, all of them 
become barren and unfruitful. True religion vitalizes and 
unifies all the faculties and capacities of man. Apart from 
faith in the supernatural, man is the victim of a blind fate, 
and it may fittingly be said that ‘‘a symbol of-our life below 
is a boat, with palsied men to row, and a blind man at the 
rudder.” The deepest need in the world today is the 
recognition of the futility and frustration of the irreligious 


life. ’ 
* * Ox 


SLACKERS 


The other day we heard a faithful pastor say that most 
of the bitter and destructive critics in his congregations 
have belonged to the class of “do nothings”. Ever ready to 
find fault with the pastor, the choir, the sexton, their fellow 
members, or Church work in general, these self-appointed 
critics were usually men and women who made no real 
sacrifices at all to better conditions, and, therefore, had 
little or no right to complain about the way things were 
done. Of course, we had heard similar sentiments from a 
good many others, and it certainly accords with our own 
experience. We should not be at all surprised if it is quite 
generally true. 

This state of affairs confronts us in the nation no less 
than in the Church. The citizens who protest most vehe- 
mently against the inequities in civic conditions, the preva- 
lence of crime, the lack of social justice, the corruption of 
public officials, etc., are too often people who have them- 
selves done little or nothing about it. Sometimes they have 
not lifted a finger to bring about genuine civic improve- 
ment. Too many of them have not even taken the trouble 
to exercise that primary function of freemen, the right of 
suffrage. In this Keystone State, for example, tens of 
thousands of those eligible to vote were not enough inter- 
ested to register, and in spite of the bitter intensive cam- 
paign waged by the major parties in the recent election, 
the sinister report comes to us that of the more than four 
million who did register and who were, therefore, entitled 
to vote, about a million and a quarter of men and women 
failed to vote! 

Of what value was it to register when they neglected to 
exercise the right of suffrage? Indeed, what right have 
such as these to grumble about the sins and shortcomings 
of the Government? It might do them good if they were 
compelled to wear the brand of “civic slacker” in some 
conspicuous place, so that all men could see. 

ge 38,3 


THE CHURCH AND THE HOME 


Despite all the activities that take us from our homes, it 
is still possible to make them beautiful sanctuaries of the 
human spirit, whither we go for the continual renewing of 
our faith in goodness and in God. The great enduring fel- 
lowships that have marked the best homes of the past are 
not destroyed by modern life; they are merely given a new 
environment in which to flourish. There is no denying, of 
course, that this new environment is more difficult than the 
old. Building a family life in an era when houses were few 
and far between and travel was slow, and building a family 
life in an era of towns and cities, when members of one 
household go in different directions in order to reach their 
places of employment, are problems of vastly different 
proportions. Yet there are many family groups today who 
are closely knit, happily interested in common enterprises 
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and scarcely affected by the forces that often draw their 
members out of the home circle. 

The Church may make a real contribution to the binding 
together of the modern household. If it can give us a com- 
mon faith, a mutual interest in its work, a shared concern 
for Christian ideals, it will lay the foundations of family 
unity and happiness. We have been centering our attention 
now upon the children, now upon the adults, now upon 
the young people. A wise Church program must be steadily 
winning the support of the whole family. We ought to be 
much more engaged in the kind of enterprises that enlist 
the energies of all age-groups. Working together under 
the leadership of the Churches, families may discover them- 
selves just as unified as any families were in the days of 
small villages and stagecoaches. We must resist the tempta- 
tion to become anxious about men and to forget children, or 
to worry over programs for children while we neglect men, 
or to create women’s organizations while we pass by both 
boys and men. 

In addition to the engineering of what might be called a 
family Church program, we can minister to the home by 
teaching young people as well as parents the elements of 
successful family life. The Cradle Roll can be something 
more than a record of names hung on a wall. It ought to 
be the means of bringing information and joy to the lives 
of mothers and fathers, a way of binding husband and wife 
together by showing them how to rear healthy, noble chil- 
dren. The Young People’s Bible Class should talk about 
homes, visit homes, help to dedicate homes, plan for the 
creating of homes, spend energy in making bright the 
homes of the neighborhood. The Adult Bible Class should 
discuss how the home came to be, what sort of homes our 
forefathers built, what are the tendencies today in the 
relationships of men and women, how we may give to all 
the inhabitants of a community the goods with which they 
can own a home and surround it with beauty. Above all, 
the Church has a great opportunity in guiding parents and 
young people in the achievement of the art of comradeship. 
That is the only cement strong enough to make real fami- 
lies out of groups of individuals. —F. D. W. 


*k * * 


“CHEERFUL NOTE” 


A Philadelphia daily heads a brief editorial with these 
words, “Cheerful Note.” The editorial is as follows: “The 
War Department, finding that soldiers are often so mu- 
tilated in modern warfare that identification tags become 
lost, is considering tattooing every man in the army on each 
shoulder and each hip.” Lest this should be considered 
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too sardonic, let it be remembered that we, as a people, 
have not abandoned the pagan maxim, “Jn time of peace, 
prepare for war.” 

In a chart issued by the National Committee for Religion 
and Welfare Recovery, we see illustrated the amazing fact 
that in 1927 this country was spending annually for war 
purposes $680,000,000, and for the Church $833,000,000; 
in 1933 we were spending for war purposes $788,000,0000, 
and for the Church $550,000,000. In other words, during 
the depression America increased its spending for arma- 
ments over $100,000,000, while its spending for religious 
purposes decreased by $300,000,000. As Dan Brummitt 
puts it, “We pay more for our guns and less for our Gos- 
pel; and some day we shall see how foolish that is—if, in 
the meantime, the guns don’t go off and blow our house of 
faith and hope into smithereens.” 

At the annual meeting of the World Alliance for Inter- 
national Friendship Through the Churches, Dr. L. D. Gor- 
don pointed out the obvious fact that the ‘““Navy bureau- 
crats” are decidedly in the ascendant in our country today. 
Therefore, our Navy policy under the present Administra- 
tion is not a police policy, or a peace policy, but distinctly 
a war policy. In spite of the awful revelations before the 
Senate Committee which recently investigated the manu- 
facture and sale of munitions, we are going ahead with a 
reckless folly which, if it is not checked, can end only in 
disaster. Can any one doubt that if the present naval talks 
in London fail, we are in for a race of naval building by 
the United States, Japan and Great Britain? Is it not high 
time, therefore, that all lovers of humanity get together in 
the effort to prohibit private profit in the manufacture of 
munitions, to stop the sale and shipment of arms from our 
ports, and to pledge that we will not send armed forces 
beyond our borders for war purposes or as a means of 
settling international disputes—and then to back up our 
pledges by example as well as precept? As long as we re- 
main heading in the present direction, our vaunted love for 
God and man is a good bit of fraud and sham. 

i x ee 


INVOKING THE NATION’S SOUL 


The Thanksgiving Proclamation of the President of the 
United States is given elsewhere in this issue. - The New 
York Times states that the President amended it in his 
own handwriting just before its issuance, interpolating these 
words: “We can truly say: ‘What profiteth it a nation if it 
gain the whole world and lose its own soul?’ ” 

May we not hope that this solemn invocation may cause 
some serious thinking and genuine repentance among our 
people? 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


* Shakespeare Saves Me from Cranks 


Do you like curious facts? Here is a 
small collection. 

The literary fad of Shakespeare’s time 
was the concealing of an author’s name 
somewhere in a piece of literary composi- 
tion, so that its presence would never be 
suspected unless the “cipher” was known. 
You remember how people used that ex- 
planation to prove that Francis Bacon 
wrote some of Shakespeare’s own plays. 

Did Shakespeare have anything to do 
with the famous translation of the Bible 


What does it prove? That’s the point. 
Nothing in the world. Shakespeare prob- 
ably knew little and cared less about what 
was being done by the great biblical 
scholars of his time. Pure coincidence, 
that’s all. The world has known many 
coincidences more striking than that. 


curious facts about Shakespeare and the 
King James Bible. I keep ’em handy 
against the time when some brother or 
sister asks me to believe a fantastic theory 
about the second coming, or the end of 
the world, or the millennium, or anti- 


which was made during his lifetime? 

When the King James Version was be- 
ing made ready for the press, Shakespeare 
was 46 years old. He was living in Lon- 
don. 

It is not impossible that he knew some 
of the translators, although he was a play- 
wright and actor and they were clergymen 
and scholars. 

Well, here are the curious facts. If you 
have a copy of the King James Version 
(no other will do, which makes everything 
yet more remarkable). 

Beginning with Shakespeare’s age, 46, 
and the reversed year of his birth, 1564 


(omitting the century), the four vowels 
and six consonants in his name, and you 
have just the sort of number that would 
be useful as a cipher. So look out for 
the mystic number 46. 

Turn to Psalm 46. Count from the first 
word to the 46th. What do you get? 

Now count backward 46 words from 
the end of the psalm, omitting “Selah,” 
which is not part of the psalm, What 
result? 

Put the two words together. 
isn’t it? 

If you search further, you may find 
“Will” and “I am” in the tenth verse. 


Queer, 


Christ. 

You know, probably, that these people 
have plenty of strange but seemingly 
watertight arguments, all backed by bib- 
lical proofs, sometimes with elaborate nu- 
merical calculations. 

Well, I listen, and say “Ha!” T listen 
some more, and say “O!” And by and by 
the theorist runs down, and asks me to 
admit that the facts are undeniable, and 
the argument from them is unanswerable. 

Then I pull out my 46th Psalm evidence. 
Every time, so far, it has been much 


(Continued on Page 23) 


But I have long had a use for these 
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Garlands of Praise for Thanksgiving Day 


THE TRUE SOURCE OF GRATITUDE 
Harry D. Althouse 


The Pilgrims came to this country seek- 
ing better living conditions, political free- 
dom, and religious liberty. When, after 
years of hardship and suffering, these bless- 
ings were secured the Pilgrims did not 
regard them as the works of their own 
hands, but rather as gifts which they had 
received from a kind and merciful Provi- 
dence. When the Pilgrims raised forty 
acres of good corn, they held a feast of 
Thanksgiving and assembled in their 
Churches praising God and singing, “The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fullness there- 
of.” But their thankfulness did not stop 
here. True gratitude never does. The Pil- 
grims not only praised God with their 
lips; they lived lives of thankfulness. 
They sought to do God’s will and to live 
like sons of God. 

Today we may ask with profit, What was 
the source of their gratitude? The Pil- 
grims believed in a God who is Almighty. 
He was the God of nature, of the individ- 
ual, and of the nations. He watched over 
His children, “marked the sparrow’s fall 
and held in the hollow of His hand the 
destiny of the nations.” They were his 
co-workers and ambassadors. He was 
working in them and through them to do 
His will. Where such faith exists grati- 
tude is natural and spontaneous. 

We are told that we are not as grateful 
as our fathers. If this is true, the reason 
is obvious. We do not have the vivid sense 
of God which our fathers had. We live in 
a scientific age. We have discovered nat- 
ural law. The rains and fruitful seasons 
come, but they do not seem to come direct- 
ly from the hand of God. In a limitless 
universe governed by law many folks see 
a cold and helpless God, or no God at all. 
In their eyes, “The Almighty does not 
have the strength He once had.” Others 
have reduced God to the stature of a man. 
Man is a weak creature at his best. Grati- 
tude is not likely to spring from a heart 
that substitutes the worship of humanity 
for the worship of God. 

What we need most of all today is to 
recapture the vivid sense of God which 
characterized the lives of our fathers. The 
reach of a man’s soul is not greater than 
his conception of God. The grateful heart 
and thankful life flourish only when a man 
recognizes God as the ruler of the universe 
and as the Father who gives His children 
their daily bread. Gratitude owes all its 


THANKSGIVING DAY 


Think of the dawns and the singing 
birds, z 

Fields and red-clovers and lowing 
herds, 

Striped apples as autumn falls,— 

Thanksgiving? Gratitude’s far bell 
calls! 


We hear it—we go—and we gather 
there ; 

In the house of God, in song and 
prayer. 


And the family reunion spends the 
. day 
In greetings and games or a wed- 
ding gay. 


Give thanks to God for the flying 
years; 
Loved ones linger; good-by to fears! 
Sing it again ere the day is gone— 
Then pack up your trappings and 
journey on. 
—B. F. M. Sours 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


impulses and its works to men and women 
who recognize their dependence upon a 
God who loves them and cares for them. 

At this Thanksgiving season let us then 
be mindful of God’s goodness to us. Let 
us thank Him for every spiritual and ma- 
terial blessing. How generously He has 
dealt with us as a nation. <A missionary 
who spent twenty-five years in China said 
to the students of Wake Forest a short 
time ago, “People in America talk about 
a depression. They should be ashamed. 
Men and women in America live like kings 
and queens.” Let us be true to the faith 
and spirit of the Pilgrims. Let us live 
grateful and thankful lives; for “the Lord, 
He is our God, and we are the sheep of 
His pasture; His name is Jehovah, and He 
is the most High over all the earth.” 


Hickory, N. C. 


THANKSGIVING A REMINDER 
Walter R. Gobrecht, S.T.D. 


Our American Thanksgiving observance 
corresponds in a general way to the annual 
Harvest Festival of the ancient Hebrews, 
the primary purpose of which was to keep 
the people reminded of God’s goodness. It 
is easy to forget some things which should 
not be forgotten, and impressive remind- 
ers are sometimes needed to prevent this. 
The Harvest Festival was such a reminder 
for the tribes of Israel. Something like it 
is more needed today than at that time, 
and our annual Thanksgiving celebration, 
theoretically at least, serves this purpose. 

To whom are we indebted for the prod- 
ucts of the fields and orchards and vine- 
yards? Men have to sow and cultivate, 
buy and apply expensive fertilizers and 
sprays, but God sends the rain and the 
sunshine and gives the increase. There- 
fore God has the largest investment in the 
final result. 

It is not so difficult to see this in the 
realm of agriculture, but ours is more an 
industrial civilization than an agricultural 
one. Well, it is just as true in the realm 
of industry. The Ford exhibit at the 
World’s Fair this past summer impressed 
this upon one in an unforgettable way. In 
the middle of the rotunda was an electrical” 
ly-revolved globe twenty feet in diameter. 
The globe was divided into about a dozen 
sections, each having inscribed upon it the 
name of one of the major raw products 
used in the manufacture of Ford automo- 
biles, iron, copper, glass, zinc, cotton, rub- 
ber, aluminum, asbestos, and so on. On 
top of the globe was a Ford V-8 car, cut in 
half, and arrows ran from the various raw 
materials to the place in the car where that 
product is mostly used. Then in each sec- 
tion, below the name of the raw material, 
was an illuminated display showing how 
that product is gotten from the earth. 
Glass, for instance, is manufactured from 
sand and lime-stone and soda ash. Some- 
where on the globe were inscribed the 
words which the exhibit was designed to 
illuminate, “Man must go to the earth 
for all materials.” The suggestion simply 
is that for the sinews of our industrial 
life as well as for our agricultural com- 
modities we are dependent upon God. 


God’s dominant part in the production 
of all wealth imposes upon man a three- 
fold obligation. First, to give thanks to 
Him. Second, to live thanks. Third, to 
dedicate to Him the first-fruits of our in- 


crease. “Honor the Lord with thy sub- 
stance and the first-fruits of thine in- 
crease.’ The turkey dinner and the foot- 


ball game should be subordinated to this 
prime spiritual meaning of Thanksgiving 
Day. 

Chambersburg, Pa. 


“IN EVERYTHING GIVES THANKS” 
Franklin D. Slifer 

Is such a thing as a day of thanksgiving, 
in the face of drought and depression, pos- 
sible in this year 1934? 

Look back to the first Thanksgiving Day 
in 1621. The Pilgrims, one hundred and 
two in number, built mere huts in a new 
world during the preceding winter. Hun- 
ger, cold, and illness played their parts 
relentlessly. With the arrival of spring, 
hardly fifty of the colonists were alive. 
By hard work during the summer they 
raised a small amount of corn. And then 
the arrival of thirty-five additional col- 
onists without food necessitated a regime 
of half-rations. But in spite of the want 
of the bare necessities of life, intense suf- 
fering, and death, the Pilgrims were movy- 
ed to give thanks to God. 

Our present economic depression has not 
been caused because God withheld the 
bounties of the harvest or the resources 
of the earth that are basic in the opera- 
tions of industry; rather, it is due to the 
fact that man has denied the practicabil- 
ity of the Sermon on the Mount. The sins 
of greed, hatred, and uncharitableness, 
especially within the last twenty years, 
have brought misery upon the whole race. 
But the goodness of God has not been 
found wanting. Well may we therefore 
look unto God and sing with the Psalmist: 
“Thou openest Thine hand, and satisfiest 
the desire of every living thing.” “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits.” 

The clothes that we wear or the quality 
of the house in which we live matters not 
so much. It does matter, however, who 


wears the clothes and who lives in the 
house. The Pilgrims wore very plain 
clothes. They lived in mere huts. They 


had no public schools and hospitals. But 
they did possess sturdy character and a 
sense of God. They discerned the good- 
ness of God, and gave thanks. If we 
share in a small measure their privation 
and hardships, we should also share their 
spirit of gratitude. 

And what if suffering and sorrow have 
been the portion of our cup in 1934? Well, 
it was not withheld from the Pilgrims; 
surely it is not withheld from us. Pain 
and sorrow are fundamental facts of life, 
to be experienced by every human being. 
Pain becomes power and sorrow leads to 
the higher summits of life. Through pain 
and sorrow we may discover the abiding 


A PSALM 


Unto the beauties of Thy Kingdom, 

O Lord, will I lift up mine eyes. 

Let my heart bow down in reverence 
and know that Thou art God, 
Giver of truth and beauty. 


O, let me daily pause in meditation, 

Lest I forget the glories of Thy 
universe; 

Lest I forget the brilliant tapestry 
in the hall of autumn; 

Lest I.forget the splendor of Thy 
hills and lose the vision in the 
valley of everyday living; 

Lest I forget the purity of the moon- 
light, overcome by the heat of 
the day. 


Unto the beauties of Thy Kingdom, 
O Lord, will I lift up my eyes. 


—Doris Pinkston 
Catawba College 
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values of the universe. Here, then, is an 
area of life which we may well survey, 
but which we so frequently overlook, when 
we list the things and experiences for 
which we are truly thankful. 

Therefore, in plenty and in want, in 
health and in sickness, in joy and in sor- 
row, yea, “in everything give thanks: for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con- 
cerning you.” Then will November 29, 
1934, be truly celebrated as a day of 
thanksgiving. 

Allentown, Pa. 


“BE YE THANKFCL” 
H. A. Fesperman 

Paul of old said, “I have learned in 
whatsoever state I am therewith to be 
content.” The state of many during the 
past few years has not been such as to be 
conducive to contentment of heart and 
mind, and yet as we look about us, there 
is so much for which we can render thanks. 

I am thankful that we have the assur- 
ance that God still reigns. He is still in 
his heaven though all may not be right 
with the world. I am thankful that there 
seems to be a willingness on the part of 
His children to help set right that which 
is wrong in the world. Regardless of the 
pessimistic spirit abroad in the land, there 
are still may in Church and state who cling 
to high ideals and who are intensely de- 
voted to duty. So long as this is true we 
are far from a hopeless condition. 

I am thankful that the spirit and genius 
of the Reformed Church was such as to 
make it possible to unite with a great sis- 
ter denomination. That God will assuredly 
use this new ‘Church to further His Cause 
and Kingdom is a foregone conclusion. 
How Christlike the spirit that prompted 
this union! It was such as to make the 
heart glad and the great Head of the 
Church rejoice. Surely we rejoice because 
of the enlarged opportunity for service 
that this union brings to us. 

I am thankful today for the institution 
known as the Church. There are those 
in certain quarters who speak in glowing 
terms of Christ, but in the last half of the 
same sentence ridicule the Church. There 
was perhaps much less reason for com- 
mending the Church in Jesus’ day, and yet 
He was largely in sympathy with its work. 
He observed the feasts of the national 
Church and utilized the opportunities it 
offered for moral effort. With all its 
faults, the Church of today is still the 
holiest thing alive. The Church is the 
only institution making any serious or 
united effort to carry out the great com- 
mands of our Saviour. Let us thank God 
for the Church and repair on this Thanks- 
giving Day to her saered altars. Let us 
prove our loyalty and serve well our Christ 
through His Church. 

Christ’s Church, Hagerstown, Md. 


THANKSGIVING THOUGHTS 
J. Donald Backenstose 


Indeed Thanksgiving is a great occa- 
sion full of tradition and sentiment but 
encroached upon by an overemphasis on the 
unworthy things and robbed by the omis- 
sion of the genuine, the true, and the good. 
To say something helpful about it is just 
as difficult as to live a markedly thank- 
ful life. Thanksgiving is not a day, but 
it is an attitude which should be con- 
stant. Thinking therefore is its founda- 
tion; to think and to thank are very close- 
ly related. People who think honestly can- 
not be otherwise than thankful, It is just 
an accident perhaps, but how similar the 
German words “denk” and “dank” are, and 
even our words think and thank. They 
say: Think, and you shall see what He 
does for you and me. 

We are very generally ungrateful today 
and it is due to the fact that we thought- 
lessly take everything for granted. If 
we would think on those things, yea, about 
everything; if we would examine the 
source and the reason in all our experi- 
ences; if we would faithfully count our 
many blessings, we would surely change 


TRUE THANKSGIVING 


There’s a man who’s dependent on 


you, 
Who is looking to you for his 
bread, 
Who’s walking the streets, hungry, 
homeless, 


With no place to pillow his head. 
He’s not of your blood as man 


sees it, 
He’s none of your kith or your 
kin, 
And there even may be quite a dif- 
f’rence 


In his color and texture of skin. 


It’s not through your blunders he’s 
hungry, 
Maybe none but himself 
blame 
For the ills and misfortunes that 
whelm him, 
For his poverty, maybe his shame. 
Perhaps he has thrown away chances 
To amass, before times became 
hard, 
To lay by in store for the rainy day, 
’Gainst which all we wiser ones 
guard. . 
There’s a man who’s dependent on 
me, 
As theres’ one who’s dependent on 
you, 
And women and children in woeful 
plight, 
To whom some of life’s good 
things are due. 
For one that we know is unworthy, 
Are many who merit the best, 


is to 


And in giving with heart and hand 
freely, 

“Both the gift and the giver are 
blest!” 


We can’t fool our neighbors or our- 
selves, 
By claiming it’s not our affair, 
For we’re told by the Giver of all 
life’s gifts, 
That we freely with others must 
share. 
A great gift now comes to all who’re 
more blest, 
In the form of a 
Divine— 
Will we share with a destitute 
brother, 
Your Thanksgiving blessings—and 
mine? 


challenge 


—Walter Esmer 


our attitude. However, to think for most 
of us is a hardship. We prefer to live 
light-heartedly, without due consideration 
of serious verities, and we make the essen- 
tial element of our Thanksgiving Day, 
“To grandfather’s house we will go,” 
where a big turkey with cranberry sauce 
awaits us. There is no thinking involved 
in that rollicking attitude; it works me- 
chanically, and steel devours and kills, but 
cannot “denk” and “dank.” 

Last year at Thanksgiving time one of 
the radio broadcasting systems interview- 
ed people on the sidewalks of the various 
big cities. They were asked whether they 
were thankful, and if so to state their rea- 
sons. The majority of the answers were 
very superficial, and they confused the 
chief and popular angle of gratefulness to 
be with regard to nothing beyond personal 
gain. In other words, if I am making 
money and securing fame, I am thankful; 
if I have lost or am losing one thing over 
against many which I still possess, I can- 
not say I am thankful. 

Let us think beyond the thin skin of 
things; let us count our many blessings, 
not only at Thanksgiving time, but al- 
ways. Then we shall realize and culti- 
vate a constant and enriching gratefulness. 

“Think—and you shall see, 

What He does for you and me.” 


Richland, Pa., R. D. 1. 


“YET I WILL REJOICE IN JEHOVAH” 


Ben M. Herbster 

It is thus that Habakkuk ends a de- 
scription of the difficulties which had re- 
cently befallen him. It is also up to us, 
in days like these, to seek after such a 
faith and such a confidence in our Lord. 
To say that this is not easy is not enough 
to release us from this obligation. The 
whole of the Christian life is not child’s 
play, it is not a life for weaklings. The 
Christian life leads to Calvary, and Cal- 
varies are never easy. Jesus called for 
men to deny themselves and take up their 
crosses and follow Him. But it would 
help us in doing this hard task if we would 
remember that our end in life is the build- 
ing of character, God-like character, both 
in ourselves and in our fellows; and that 
character is developed faster in days of 
hardship than in days of ease—at least 
good character is. 

Have you been able to see the advance 
which many people have made in their 
Christian living during these last few 
years of hardship? (The tragedy is that 
some have not been strong enough to en- 
dure to the end.) But almost without ex- 
ception have those, whose faith has been 
rooted and grounded in God, been growing 
in Christian virtue and strength. Of 
course, most times they do not see it them- 
selves. They are naturally so much aware 
of the present suffering and sorrow, that 
it is hard for them to see beyond. But a 
friend, a pastor, a Church School teacher, 
looking on can see them growing slowly, 
painfully, but gloriously toward the goal 
of the manhood of Christ. Through their 
weakness they are being made strong. And 
so, as Habakkuk writes, “Though the fig 
tree shall not flourish, neither shall fruit 
be in the vines, the labor of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
food; the flocks shall be cut off from the 
folk, and there shall be no herd in the 
stalls: Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah”; for 
through suffering I am growing. Certainly 
God does not expect us to wish for, to pray 
for trouble. We are not constituted that 
way. But when trouble does come we can 
use it as a stimulus for growth and find 
in it a reason to say, “In spite of all my 
trouble, yet I will rejoice.’ Thank God 
for these troublous years! 

Cincinnati, O. 


THANKFULNESS IS WITHIN 
Felix B. Peck 

Thankfulness can never be identified 
with material things. It belongs to the 
spiritual order of things. The heart that 
is moved to evaluate that which belongs 
to the spiritual life is filled with a song 
of gladness and is overflowing with thanks- 
giving. 
things only after we have possessed an 
abundance of them, we would be robbed 
of much that is fine. To sit sullenly in the 
midst of much that is noble and refuse 
to be thankful because we do not possess 
all that we may desire, is to miss some 
of the finest of God’s benefactions. No 
person could be thankful for a million dol- 
lars unless there is an attitude that calls 
for thankfulness for things that cannot be 
measured in monetary scales. — 

What had the Pilgrim Fathers to be 
thankful for? Certainly not an abundance 
of material things. Before them lay an 
unknown wilderness and back of them lay 
a perilous ocean with its devouring waves 
lapping up the edge of their new settle- 
ment. They could not be thankful for 
banks and economic security, nor commer- 
cial houses and industrial plants, nor rail- 
roads and automobiles, nor radios» and 
comfortable, luxurious homes. They were 
thankful for their faith in God. Their 
thanksgiving was the result of their medi- 
tation on the goodness of God rather than 
because of their material prosperity. 

It is tragic for anyone to forget to be 
thankful because he has not been material- 
ly prosperous. If we wait until we have 


If we would appreciate material . 


all that we hope for before we turn in— — 
gratitude to God, it is likely that we will  _ 


forever miss this noble quality which be- 
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longs to the inner life. <A recognition of 
God’s goodness, whether it be manifested 
in material or spiritual channels, is the 
chief requisite for a thankful heart. If 
we are yet surrounded by comparatively 
“hard times,” it is not because God has 
failed us. His goodness is everywhere, and 
the person who recognizes this is living a 
thankful life and singing a thankful song. 
Look within and you'll find plenty of in- 
centives to be thankful. 
Silver Run, Md. 


LET US GIVE THANKS 
Earl A. Kline 


When this call comes to us at Thanks- 
giving time, many are shamelessly unmoy- 
ed, while others will bow in reverent grati- 
tude. Any ingratitude at Thanksgiving 
time is due to thoughtlessness, or sheer 
unwillingness to take an inventory of life’s 
blessings. Perhaps we are ungrateful be- 
cause our every wish and desire was not 
fully satisfied. We have had enough, only 
we wanted so much more; and because we 
did not receive the surplus we desired, we 
do not find sufficient reason for thanks- 
giving. If we were more concerned with 
living, and less with the things of life, 
we would discover the joy of living and 
have abundant reason for thanksgiving. 

Our age is particularly blessed through 
an abundance, and not a scarcity of things. 
Tf all our land were put to its highest pro- 
duction, if our mills and factories were op- 
erated at full capacity and all our unem- 
ployed put to useful labor, we would be 
buried under an avalanche of things, so 
graciously has God smiled upon us in the 
productivity of the earth and the ingen- 
uity of men. But ‘this very abundance has 
seemingly brought social misery, suffering 
and despair. However, it is not the abund- 
ance that is to blame for our distress, but 
our ways of distributing and using that 
abundance. At Thanksgiving time, then, 
we should thank God for His generosity, 
and repent of our spendthrift ways. 

But not only are we blessed with mate- 
rial things, but with a way of life re- 
vealed through Jesus Christ, which will 
lead us out from our social chaos and per- 
plexity. Things, Jesus teaches us, are not 
an end but a means of living. He further 
teaches us that human values are of great- 
er worth than all our things. Surely if we 
would accept Jesus’ way and place human 
values above material, we would find a 
truly abundant life, relieved of its 
stress and misery, and search for cause of 
thanksgiving would be unnecessary. Let 
us thank God for our material endowment, 
but above all let us thank Him for show- 
ing us Jesus’ way of life in a world of 
abundance. Let us thank God and repent 
of our selfish and greedy ways. Let us thank 
God aud submit to the way of Jesus by 
placing human values above material 
things. 

Selinsgrove, Pa. 


THOUGHTFUL AND THANKFUL 
Ralph E. Hartman 


Some one has said, “To be thoughtful is 
to be thankful.” How true and practical 
that is! Whether one thinks in terms of 
“seedtime and harvest, food and raiment 
and shelter, health and reason; His father- 
ly hand ever upon us in sickness and in 
health, in joy and in sorrow, in life and 
in death; friends and kindred and kind 
benefactors, home and country, the Church 
and the Gospel”’—yea, think in any terms, 
and there is much for which to be thank- 
ful. Many more blessings than we can 
count. 

Whether one thinks in times of tribula- 
tion, in times of wealth, in times that are 
“hard”, in times that are “good”—in any 
kind of times, there is much for which to 
be thankful. What praises of gratitude 
men and women owe their never-failing 
Father from whom all blessings flow! De- 
serving thoughtfulness would crowd our 
sanctuaries every Lord’s Day with thank- 
ful worshipers. 

The familiar hymn says, “Come, ye 
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thankful people, come”—but the people do 
not come. Are they not thankful? Are 
they not thoughtful? In an unfortunately 
large number we must admit they are not. 
When one really “sits alone with his 
thoughts,” it is pretty hard to resist the 
urge to be thankful. We should take time 
to think, as we are urged to take time to 
be holy. We are frequently reminded of 
how in our day, so much of our thinking 
is done for us by the means of this or 
through the medium of that—maybe so and 
maybe not so—surely, we are not yet ready 
to turn over our thoughts of thankfulness, 
nor our individual duties of being thought- 
ful and thankful toward God, to anyone 
or anything other than the irresistible re- 
sponse of our own mind and heart. It is 
not wasted time to “come apart and rest 
awhile” in the Way of Thoughtfulness, as 
it leads to the State of Thankfulness, 
where Christian people should journey con- 
sistently and conscientiously and be 
ashamed of themselves if they do not. 


Frederick, Md. 


“BEYOND MATERIAL GRATITUDE” 
E. O. Butkofsky 


It has become clear within the past year 
that the resources of nature are more than 
adequate for the provision of man’s mate- 
rial need. That the laws of nature are set 
to operate not below man’s material need 
but rather can operate far in excess of all 
man’s necessities was the conviction of 
Jesus. So bounteous could that nature be 
that ravens could feed from the overflow, 
without sowing or reaping, and lilies ¢ould 
be not simply adequately clothed in home- 
spun but clothed in a luxury which put to 
shame even Solomon in all his glory. 

This was a conviction of Jesus which 
grew out of His boundless confidence in the 
Goodness of that God who has so estab- 
lished the natural law that anxiety on the 
part of man about the resources of nature 
is folly—“for no one by being anxious ean 
BaCsaacupibee te = 

Jesus was a realist and again and again 
in His teaching recognized the necessity of 
material things. He tells the rich young 
ruler to go and sell all—but He did not 
enjoin poverty or deny the place of mate- 
rial things. He rejects the temptation of 
the Evil One to be a “bread and butter 
Messiah”’—hbut He did not deny the neces- 
sity of food. He said, “Man shall not live 
by bread alone”—but he must at least have 
bread. He enjoined men not to show anx- 
iety about food and clothing—but He ree- 
ognizes their place when He says, “Your 
Father knoweth that ye have need of these 
things.” 

But Jesus does make clear that even the 
enjoyment of the resources of nature may 
be dependent on the religious quality of 
our lives. “Seek ye first His Kingdom.” 
May it be that a shortage of food can rep- 
resent a shortage of morals? It is quite 
clear that in our present situation God has 
not denied us His bounty—but the fact 
remains that some people are denied. This 
may be due in some measure to our lack 
of wisdom but in greater measure it is 
due to the fact that we are short of that 
completeness of attitude which should 
mark the children of God. 

If gratitude during this season is to be 
more than a polite thank you it will be 


MY JOB 


To spread cheer and helpfulness, not 
gloom and discontent, 

To forget self, 

To look for good in everyone, 


To have faith in God, man, and self, 

To so live that I can face God or 
man, unashamed; 

In other words, 

To be my best self always! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


preceded by confession. Adversity has 
made us humble, and before God humility 
is the beginning of wisdom. Our adver- 
sity may be the mother of great things. 
We have great things materially. Our 
greatest need spiritually is reconditioned 
souls and society. Thankfulness in our 
Heidelberg Catechism is not simply a rest- 
ful sense of blessing for God’s grace in re- 
demption. It is a dynamic, joyous and 
grateful activity in behalf of God’s work. 
Shamokin, Pa. 


THANKSGIVING IN JAPAN 


The annual personal report of Miss Mary 
K. Gerhard, of our Japan Mission, is so 
timely that I think it should be shared 
with the Church. A. V. C. 


“T wish to make my annual personal re- 
port to you in the form of reasons for 
thankfulness. 

“1. I am thankful for a year of good 
health. During the 29 years of my life as 
a missionary I have been blessed with uni- 
formly good health, and so the work to 
which I was appointed could go on with- 
out interruption. 

“2. Iam thankful for the pleasant cir- 
cumstances under which I work. I heart- 
ily enjoy the teaching of English, Litera- 
ture, and Bible, and find my students a 
constant stimulus to study so that I may 
be able to use to the best alvantage the 
class-room hours. I am especially glad for 
the periods of English Bible study, twice 
a week with Seniors in the College Nor- 
mal Course, and with a group of Seminary 
students, and once a week with a class 
which meets in my own home. 

“3. I am thankful for the return to Ja- 
pan of Brother Paul and his family, and 
Dr. Noss, sent last fall at the very time 
when so many difficulties were facing the 
Board. During the autumn of last year 
the teaching staff of North Japan College 
was in real difficulties owing to the short- 
age of teachers, but we determined to 
carry on the work and were thankful that 
we were able to do it. My brother’s ar- 
rival brought help and relief in 1934. 

“4, In the midst of our sorrow and deep 
sense of loss at the passing away of Mary 
Schneder .and Dr. Bartholomew, I am 
thankful to have known them, to have 
seen the beauty of their consecrated lives, 
to feel, because of them and others of our 
beloved dead,— 


‘That when the strife is fierce, the war- 
fare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are 
strong.’ 

“5. I am thankful that the Board of 
Foreign Missions was able immediately to 
elect to the position of Secretary a wise, 
trained, consecrated leader, known and 
trusted by the Church at home and by the 
missionaries abroad. 

“6. I am thankful for the past history 
of North Japan College, our Girls’ College, 
and all of the Evangelistic work of our 
Mission. As the 50th Anniversary of the 
founding of our schools approaches, and 
public interest in them increases, so that 
now North Japan College has over a thou- 
sand students, earnest efforts are being 
put forth to arouse a deeper religious in- 
terest among the pupils, and also to raise 
large funds from Japanese sources for an 
Endowment Fund. We shall be grateful if 
you join us in prayer that these two ob- 
jects may be attained. 

“7, Tam very thankful for the evidences 
that come to us from our Board that the 
Reformed Church is determined to stand 
back of the work of the Japan Mission, 
and to provide the necessary support. 
Trusting in God and the Church, we shall 
endeavor to do the work to which we have 
been called. 

“8. I am increasingly thankful for the 
Japanese Christian leaders, especially 
those who are graduates of our own 
schools, who are working faithfully and 
self-sacrificingly for the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God.” 
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Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


London, England 


Very much the same 
specific problems seem nowadays to be 
the concern of all the Churches. Two 
questions which divided the Assembly of 
the ‘Church of Seotland a few months ago 
also aroused lively controversy at the 
Methodist Conference—the admission of 
women to the ministry and the attitude 
of the Church to war and preparations for 
war. British Methodism has for the time 
closed, but not banged, the door against 
women ministers. By a vote of 189 to 159 
the Representative Session, composed of 
ministers and laymen in equal numbers, 
rejected the proposal of a special com- 
mittee that women should be admitted to 
the ministry, and dissolved the committee 
itself. It then decided that, after an in- 
terval, a new committee should be ap- 
pointed to consider the status of deacon- 
esses and kindred matters relating to the 
services rendered by women. 


The Ministerial Session, in the follow- 
ing week, showed itself rather more 
friendly to the proposed innovation. It 
carried by an overwhelming majority a 
resolution concurring in the discharge of 
the existing committee, but placing the 
conterence on record as not content to 
leave the question with a merely negative 
conclusion. It declared that the wide- 
spread changes in the whole position of 
women during our generation were of pro- 
found significance for Christian people. It 
expressed its deep concern that the Metho- 
dist Church should respond worthily to 
the new situation and that, in particular, 
when the question came again before the 
conference, it should make all such ad- 
justments in its organization as would give 
to women called of God full scope for the 
exercise of their ministry. 


Methodism and the Army—The attitude 
of British Methodism toward military 
matters revealed itself in the Representa- 
tive Session. The conference adopted 
resolutions urging that private profit in 
the manufacture of armaments should be 
eliminated, and an embargo placed upon 
the supply of armaments by neutral coun- 
tries to countries engaged in war. It ear- 
ried by large majorities resolutions ex- 
pressing dismay at the Government’s re- 
cent decision to increase immediately the 
Air Force of this country, and deploring 
the reproduction of glamorous warlike 
seenes in military tattoos which school 
children and young people were invited to 
attend. There was sharp difference of 
opinion when the Rey. Henry Carter 
sought to persuade the conference to ex- 
press its disapproval of military training 
in Methodist schools. He pointed out that 
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the Officers’ Training Corps was a recog- 
nized part of the war machine of the 
state, and argued that the Church should 
make its own practice harmonize with the 
policy of disarmament it was urging upon 
the government. After a brisk discussion, 
the previous question was moved and the 
matter dropped, without a vote. A further 
resolution asked the conference to recon- 
sider the whole relation of the Methodist 
Chureh to the War Office with a view to 
severing the present connection between 
them. The object of this proposal was to 
abolish Methodist chaplaincies in the 
Army. It was strongly opposed by the 
Rev. Owen Watkins, formerly Deputy 
Chaplain General, and was lost by a large 
majority. 

Notes and News—The obituary of the 
includes the veteran Dr. Robert 
Laws, whose work as director of the Liv- 
ingstonia Mission set a deep mark on the 
history of Africa, and Dr. J. Stuart Hol- 
den, an influential Evangelical clergyman. 

. . The Rev. T. Hirug Davies, a Con- 
gregational minister at Lampeter, has be- 
come the Crowned Bard of Wales. He 
won a similar distinction at the 1932 His- 
teddfod. This year’s Chaired Bard is the 
Rev. W. Morris, a Welsh Presbyterian 
minister at Conway. ... The next meet- 
ing of the Chureh Congress will be held 
in Bournemouth in 1935, under the chair- 
manship of the Bishop of Winchester. It 
has not met since 1930. ... The divinity 
students of the Church of Scotland have 
offered to form groups to assist in con- 
gested areas in populous districts for three 
or four years after being licensed for the 
ministry, instead of seeking pastoral 
charges. . . . At a service in St. Giles’ 
Cathedral, attended by the King and 
Queen during their visit to Edinburgh, the 
metrical version of the 23rd Psalm was 
sung to a tune ealled “Covenanters.” <A 
lively controversy has arisen over the dis- 
covery that this tune, so far from being 
a genuine antique of native origin, is a 
comparatively recent importation from 
the United States. It is described as a 
“sugary and jingling affair’. ... The 
translation of the whole Bible into 
Tibetan has now been completed, and the 
MS. is in the hands of the Bible Society. 
The first instalment was published as long 
ago as 1905. ... A portrait of Spurgeon 
has been placed in the National Portrait 
Gallery. . . . In some of the English ea- 
thedrals a special service was held at the 
close of the summer term, for which a let- 
ter of invitation was sent to every boy 
and girl leaving one of the city schools. 

Obiter Dicta—We ought neither to fear 
death nor to wish for it, says Dean Inge. 
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We ought to feel that death simply does 
not count. ... According to the Rev. G. 
H. Kennedy, there are three answers to 
prayer. One is “Yes!” Another is “No!” 
The third is “Wait!” ... One thing that 
makes the Rev. J. R. Christie a little du- 
bious about the Oxford Group Movement 
is that it is not accomplished by an out- 
burst of song, as every previous religious 
revival has been. ... To give way to the 
belief in luck or chance, says Dr. James 
Reid, is the desecration of God’s name. 
It is the denial of His Fatherhood... . 
Archbishop Temple suggests that we need 
to do a lot of thinking about the ethies 
of group relationships. While there is 
friendliness between individuals of dif- 
ferent social classes, suspicion arises when 
one group deals with another group... . 
Buddhism, says the Rev. James Ellis, is 
mainly a religion of mediation; and its 
gift is Nirvana. Christianity is mainly a 
religion of communion; and its gift is 
Eternal Life, with a new heaven and a 
new earth. 

New Books in England—The Cambridge 
University Press has issued a study of 
“The Modernist Movement in the Roman 
Church: Its Origins and Outcome,” by the 
Rev. A. R. Vidler. ... “And the Life Ever- 
lasting” (Oxford Press), by Dr. John Bail- 
lie, puts forward a conception of immor- 
tality which is in harmony with the best 
of human hopes and aspirations. ... In 
“God Does Guide Us” (Hodder) the Rev. 
W. E. Sangster deals with a subject that 
has been brought into renewed prominence 
by the Oxford Group Movement... . 
Charles Booth’s “Zachary Macaulay” 
(Longmans) is largely an account of his 
part in the movement for the abolition of 
the slave trade. ... The Rev. Arthur H. 
Dunnett’s survey of “The Church in 
Changing Scotland” (Clarke) is construe- 
tive as well as critical. ... The Rev. 
George M. Reith, author of “Reminiscences 
of the United Free Church General As- 
sembly” (Moray Press) was for many 
years editor of the official proceedings of 
that body. . .. Dr. K. L. Wood-Legh’s 
“Studies in Church Life in England under 
Edward III” (Cambridge Press) throws 
much light upon English ecclesiastical his- 
tory in the 14th century. ... “The New 
Philanthropy” (Allen), by Elizabeth Ma- 
cadam, is a thorough study of the rela- 
tions between statutory and voluntary 
social services. ... “The Story of Win- 
chester Cathedral” (Tuck) is written by 
its Dean, Dr. E. G. Selwyn. . . . “Shep- 
pard Pie” (Cassell) is an anathology of 
extracts selected by Dr. “Dick” Sheppard 
from his note-books on the ground of 
their helpfulness or significance, 
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. H. L. Fogleman from Hollywood, 
Fla., to 500 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Rey. Frederick Lowder from Mt. Pleas- 
ant, N. C., to 1627 Fountain View, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Do you recall what a splendid report we 
made last week of the contributions made 
to the Bowling Green Academy salary 
fund? This week we do not have so large 
an amount of money to add, but six of our 
friends sent their offerings. To the $119 
of last week we add $15.50 as follows: 
“Forward Class,” Trinity Church, Wilkins- 


burg, Pa., $5; Charles HE. Wetzel, $5; Miss 
Helen Barnhart, $1.50; Mrs. D. W. Ger- 
hard, $1; Miss Elizabeth R. Gerhard, $2; 
and Miss I. E. Eckert, $1. Grand total, 
$134.50. Thank you! Make all checks 
payable to Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Don’t miss our annual Book Number 
next week. 

Have you ordered your Year Book for 
1935—the first joint publication of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church? Don’t 
delay—yowll want it. 

We have received a number of defini- 
tions of “the Church,” in response to a 


recent request. Quite a number of these 
will be printed next week. 


“If I had the power to hand out Pulitzer 
Prizes for good editorials, I’d like to nom- 
inate one like ‘Looking Up’ in the ‘Mes- 
senger’ of Nov. 8’—so writes a Potomac 
Synod pastor. Thanks! 

Many friends have helped to make this 
Thanksgiving “Messenger” helpful. It will 
be interesting for you to note how many 
share by right in whatever credit may be 
deserved. 

A comedy in Pennsylvania German, “Die 
Kwilting,” was presented on Noy. 14 by _ 


the Priscilla Bible Class of St. Andrew 8. — 


S., Allentown, Pa. Rev. Henry I. Aulen- 
bach, pastor of the Church, wrote this 
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“HOLY NIGHT, PEACEFUL NIGHT” 
(Memory Hymn for December) 


Holy night, peaceful night, 

Through the darkness beams a light, 
Yonder, where they sweet vigils keep, 
O’er the Babe who, in silent sleep, 
Rests in heavenly peace. 


Silent night, holiest night, 
Darkness flies, and all is light; 
Shepherds hear the angels sing: 
“Alleuluia! hail the King, 
Jesus the Saviour is here.” 


Silent night, holiest night, 
Guiding Star, O lend thy light; 
See the eastern wise men bring 
Gifts and homage to our King, 
Jesus the Saviour is here. 


Silent night, holiest night, 
Wondrous Star, O lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King, 

Jesus the Saviour is here. 


—Joseph Mohr, 1818 
—Franz Gruber, 1818 


playlet which proved very acceptable to 
a large audience. 

First Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. C. 
J. G. Russom, pastor, celebrated its 6th 
anniversary of the dedication of the 
Church and educational building on Nov. 
11, with special services. Prof. J. Ross 
Griffeth, of Butler University, delivered 
the anniversary sermon, 

A very helpful and interesting Armis- 
tice Recognition service was held in St. 
Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. How- 
ard Obold, pastor, on Noy. 11. A short 
drama, “Mother Earth and Her Children,” 
depicting the truth of Peace was present- 
et, under direction of Mrs. H. C. Moyer. 
Home Mission Day was observed Nov. 18. 

“T am delighted with the ‘Year Book 
and Almanac’ and with the great amount 
of hard work it shows in the various state- 
ments and tables telling us about our 
entire family. What a mass of informa- 
tion for the very small sum you are ask- 
ing for it.” So writes one of our Phila- 
delphia ministers. 

In St. Peter’s Church, Barnesville, Pa., 
Rev. J. Arthur Schaeffer, supply pastor, 
the Communion was observed Noy. 11; 
largely attended; 9 received by confirma- 
tion and 2 by reprofession; offering $85.32. 
Apportionment paid in full. This small 
rural congregation has paid in full during 
the entire period of present supply pastor, 
a period of 15 years. 

On Noy. 4, Y. P.’s Day was observed in 
St. John’s Church, Mifflinburg, Pa., Rev. 
Ira W. Frantz, pastor, when the young 
people were in charge of the devotional 
period of the S. S. session and Dr. F. P. 


Boyer, Mifflinburg, gave an address. The 


young people also assisted the pastor in 
the Church service, and a young people’s 
choir rendered special music. The pastor 
preached inspiringly on “A Challenge to 
Youth.” The Y. P. Society was in charge 
of the evening service, and slides on “The 
Life and Work of Seth Parker’ were 
presented. 


A well-planned birthday surprise by Hei- 
delberg Church, Philadelphia, Pa., for the 
pastor, Dr. W. Sherman Kerschner, was 
carried out Nov. 4, in the evening, when 
in response to a congregational letter mail- 
ed to all members, he was greeted by a 
well-filled auditorium when he stepped into 
the pulpit for the evening service. His 
heart was gladdened by an audience almost 
3 times the average evening attendance. 
In his address of appreciation he expressed 
his regrets that he had but one birthday a 
year. Elder Wm. F. Bowers presented him 
with a gorgeous basket of chrysanthemums 
jin the name of the consistory as a token 
of their esteem and well wishings. 


Milton Ave. Church, Louisville, Ky., 
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Rev. John W. Myers, pastor, observed the 
3rd anniversary of the present pastorate 
on Nov. 11, along with Home Mission Sun- 
day. During these 3 years the member- 
ship was increased 60%; 205 new members 
were received in the 3 years, 71 of those 
in 1934. The S. 8. building and Church 
are both overcrowded. During these 3 
years of the depression the debt has been 
substantially reduced each year, and the 
apportionment nearly all paid. The S. S. 
has been graded and departmentalized and 
over half of the teachers have joined in 
an effort to increase the quality of their 
work through program suggestions in the 
Fellowship of Christian Workers. 


The Year Book and Almanac for 1935 
just off the press attracts immediately with 
its clean white cover and its simple im- 
print in orange and black. The editors 
have endeavored to conserve the best of 
what was formerly the desirable content 
of the year books of the two branches of 
the Protestant Church now merged. The 
list of names under the heading Memorial 
Days in the Calendar for the year will 
enable our membership to inform them- 
selves from week to week with 
reference to outstanding leaders of the 
Church through successive centuries. It 
might well challenge our young people to 
know more intimately those who have been 
their immediate Church fathers. It will 
keep us all in fellowship of mind and heart 
with the “glorious company of the saints 
of all ages.” 


Trinity Church, Skippack, Pa., Rev. 


THANKSGIVING DAY—1934 


BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


A PROCLAMATION 


I, Franklin D. Roosevelt, President 
of the United States of America, 
hereby designate Thursday, the 
twenty-ninth day of November, 1934, 
as a day of thanksgiving for the 
people of the nation. 

Thus to set aside in the autumn of 
each year a day on which to give 
thanks to Almighty God for the 
blessings of life is a wise and rever- 
ent custom, long cherished by our 
people. It is fitting that we should 
again observe this custom. 

During the last year we have been 
given courage and fortitude to meet 
the problems which have confronted 
us in our national life. Our sense 


of social justice has deepened. We 
have been given vision to make new 
provisions for human welfare and 
happiness, and in a spirit of mutual 


happiness we have co-operated to 
translate vision into reality. 


More greatly have we turned our 
hearts and minds to things spirit- 
ual. We can truly say, “What 
profiteth it a nation if it gain the 
whole world and lose its own soul?” 

With gratitude in our hearts for 
what has already been achieved, 
may we, with the help of God, ded- 
icate ourselves anew to work for 
the betterment of mankind. 

In witness whereof, I have here- 
unto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be 
affixed. 

Done in the City of Washington 
this 15th day of November in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and thirty-four and of the inde- 
pendence of the United States of 
America the one hundred and fifty- 
ninth. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 
By the President: 


CORDELL HULL, 
Secretary of State. 
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DO YOU KNOW? 


THAT THE 


1935 
YEAR BOOK AND 
ALMANAC 


OF 


THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH IS 
NOW READY FOR 
DISTRIBUTION? 


It is the first joint publication 
of the merged Church and we 
should like to see a copy in the 
home of every member of our 
united Church. 

ORDER NOW FROM 
YOUR PASTOR 


Price, 25 cents Each 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 RACE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Carl G. Petri, pastor, had 10 representa- 
tives at the Kingdom Roll Call Conference 
at Trinity Church, Norristown. The S. §., 
J. D. Detwiler, supt., holds monthly Work- 
ers’ Meetings. Miss Marion Hallman, sec- 
retary of the Meeting, has in her minutes 
of the last session, “The topic ‘Making 
Church Membership a Definite Objective 
in the 8. S.’ was introduced. A very in- 
teresting discussion followed, in which dif- 
ferent forms of conversion were discussed. 
The following methods of attaining our 
goal were discussed: Social efforts, good 
equipment, personal approach, teaching, 
‘decision days,’ evangelistic services, and 
work in the homes of the pupils.” The 
Adult Class was represented at the Con- 
ference of Men’s Bible Classes at Hazleton 
by the pastor; its president, I. 8. Hall- 
man; its teacher, Geo. H. Hisenhart, and 
its recording secretary, Winfield Rosen- 
berry. Mrs. Petri and Miss Mary Rosen- 
berry attended as visitors. 

In Zion’s Charge, Blain, Pa., Rev. Frank 
K. Bostian, pastor, many events have tak- 
en place since Aug. 1, when the present 
pastorate began. The minister and his 
wife moved into a renovated parsonage 
and enjoyed splendid receptions given sep- 
arately by the Churches of Blain and 
Ickesburg, with the other 2 Churches co- 
operating. Harvest Home services held in 
September, when a variety of foods was 
sent to Hoffman Orphanage. Communion 
services unusually well attended. Church 
Paper Day observed with much interest. 
Home Mission Day is being observed and 
the Kingdom Roll Call will be held this 
month. Service held every night in the 
Ickesburg Church from Nov. 4 to 11, the 
pastor preaching. On the concluding night 
the Church was filled to capacity to hear 
an inspiring sermon by Dr. Oswin 8. 
Frantz, of Lancaster. Ten new members, 
5 adults and 5 young people received into 
membership Friday night. A W. M. S. is 
soon to be organized at Ickesburg, and a 
young people’s organization will become 
effective next week. The work is pro- 
gressing in a very encouraging way at all 
the Churches. 

St. Luke Church, near Frankfort, of the 
Mulberry, Ind.,.Charge, Rev. Claudius J. 
Snyder, pastor, celebrated its 63rd anni- 
versary Oct. 28. In the morning, recep- 
tion of a confirmation class of 7; at noon, 
a bountiful dinner enjoyed; in the after- 
noon, histories of the Aid Society, the 
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brought by former pastors. This Church, 
like the other 5 Churches of the charge at 
one time or another, was once a union 
Chureh, Lutheran and Reformed. Addi- 
tional members will be received at the 
next Communion. Trinity celebrated its 
75th anniversary with a series of services 
beginning Oct. 28. A very informative 
chart of the annual average attendance 
over a 40-year period was displayed. On 
Nov. 2, Y. P’s Night observed; the Girls’ 
Chorus sang; address by the local Lutheran 
pastor; histories of the Girls’ Guild and 
Mission Band given; play rendered by the 
young people. On Novy. 4, a confirmation 
class of 11 received. The Historical Ex- 
hibit was a place of interest throughout 
the day. Communion well attended; in the 
afternoon, greetings read from former min- 
isters; in the evening, Dr. E. N. Evans 
preached on “The Church for Such a Time 
as This.” The Churches gained much in- 
spiration from both of these celebrations. 


The 38rd anniversary of the Churech- 
men’s League of St. John’s Church, Leba- 
non, Pa., the Rev. C. B. Marsteller, pastor, 
held on Noy. 9, can be voted a decided 
success. The face of President Maurer 
beamed as he greeted the members of the 
League with their wives and sweethearts, 
who filled the spacious dining hall of the 
Church. A splendid dinner was served by 
the ladies and Mrs. Lloyd Boyer entertain- 
ed with appropriate vocal selections. Pres- 
ident Maurer in his address traced the 
Men’s Work from its beginning, the person- 
ality-producing influence of the Laymen’s 
Missionary Movement, the value of lay- 
men’s conferences at Harrisburg, Allen- 
town, Reading, Lancaster and the most 
recent one at MHarrisburg, when the 
Churchmen’s League held its first conven- 
tion. He catalogued the various activi- 
ties of the League in St. John’s Church 
and the community. Rev. Mr. Marsteller, 
a member of the Synodical Committee and 
a leader in men’s work, commented upon 
the usefulness of the League in the local 
Church in sponsoring Church Bulletins, se- 
curing typewriters, assisting 90% in the 
Every Member Canvass and in widening 
the interest of the men of the Church in 
all phases of Church work, local and de- 
nominational. Almost $900 had been con- 
tributed by the men for the Church and 
the very first contribution of the Men’s 
League had been for Missionary purposes. 
This missionary interest of the men helps 
to make the spirit manifested in the rais- 
ing of the apportionment every year. 
Several laymen from other Churches were 
present and stated that they will plan to 
organize a chapter in their Church. See- 
retary Darms was delighted with these 
splendid men, who are setting the pace for 
the large number of laymen in the great 
Classis of Lebanon. While he was priv- 
ileged to address this anniversary group of 
laymen, he took out of the gathering more 
than he gave. St. John’s set a splendid 
example to the Classis and the Church at 
large in bringing the men to the front in 
all forms of Church activity. 


SOLILOQUY OF AN ENVELOPE 


I’m only an envelope, made of paper and 
squared into container proportions. Yester- 
day I was out in the woods joining in the 
halleujah chorus of the forest in praising 
the great Spirit who gave us form and 
life. That was an easy and a beautiful 
life. Since then I have been quartered 
and sacked, heated and pressed, flattened 
and folded until all forest marks are 
obliterated. 

But one thing I have not lost. On my 
face I now bear the imprint of the com- 
manding figure of the great Master, to 
whom I too am subject and would give my 
life. He corimands me to go out into the 
homes of rich and poor, old and young, 
and wants me to come into the hands of 
everyone of the million people compris- 
ing the Churches and Sunday Schools of 
the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

I’m going out to the Atlantic and Pacifie, 
into the Southland and into the Northland. 
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FORMED CHURCH PEOPLE and fold 
into my bosom the tokens of LOVE AND 
SACRIFICE of a PHOPLE who OBEY 
THE CHRIST, into whose holy hands I 
will lay myself and all that is within me. 
AND ALL THE TREES OF THE FOR- 
EST, out of which I sprang, will CLAP 
THEIR HANDS. 
—J. M. G. Darms. 


BUILDING UP THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

Every. Christian believes in building up 
the Kingdom of God in this world, because 
the establishment of the Kingdom of God 
means untold blessings and the happy so- 
lution of all of our social, economic, and 
political problems. 

Some of the ways of building up the 
Kingdom of God are through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel at home and abroad; the 
Christian education of our people, espe- 
cially the young; and the adequate sup- 
port of our ministers, not only when in 
the active service of the Church, but also 
when aged and disabled. 

The Kingdom Roll Call in our Church is 
the voluntary enrollment of our Chureh 
members for co-operating with their pray- 
ers, their influence, and a measure of their 
possessions, which God has given them as 
stewards, to cause the will of God to be 
done on earth as it is in heaven, and to 
establish His Kingdom more fully among 
men. Hvery good Church member will 
enroll as a supporter of the work of up- 
building the Kingdom of God throughout 
the whole wide world. It is either Christ 
or chaos for this world. 


—Rev. Eugene L. McLean, D.D. 


THE KINGDOM ROLL CALL 


This year we name the Every Member 
Canvass the “Kingdom Roll Call.” This 
is a telling phrase, for it suggests a spir- 
itual element which should be present 
when our Church workers make their an- 
nual Autumn visitation to the homes of 
the Church members. There is.a spiritual 
value of the highest order in the making 
of an honest and dignified pledge toward 
the maintenance and extension of the 
Christian Church. 

The main purpose of the Roll Call is the 
securing of definite pledges toward the 
support of the Church. Why hedge this 
worthwhile purpose with lesser aims which 
so frequently provide means for escaping 
responsibility, In the statement of our 
purpose we should be definite. The more 
specific we are the greater the respect and 
response we will win from those we visit. 
Lesser causes such as the “Community 
Chest” make their needs and requests 
known without apology. Why should the 
Church hedge and hesitate: in making 
known her needs and in the making of 
requests for that which is central in every 
normal life? 

The great majority of our Church mem-- 
bership know the critical condition of our 
Church finances. We are aware as never 
before that the financial condition, of both 
the local Church and the Church at large, 
has almost reached a crisis. The faithful 
and best thinking people of the Church 
know that something must be done. At 
this time they are willing to do their ut- 
most to maintain the dignity and self- 
respect of the Church which they love. In 
this very fact lies our opportunity. 

A large number of the 360,000 Church 
members not only expect to make a defi- 
nite pledge towards the 1985 Chureh bud- 
get but if properly approached will pledge 
more than they gave before. Many are 
willing because they know the pressing 
needs of the day. I believe that there 
are 200,000 out of our Church membership 
who would be willing to add “Ten Cents 
a Week More” to their giving. 
that number do this it would mean One 
Million Dollars added to our annual in- 
come. This amount would go a great way 
in solving the present financial problem 
of the Church. The added income would 
become a contagion and become an impe- 
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tus for more liberal giving among such 
whose standard is too low. 

Why not make the “Ten Cent A Week 
More” slogan for the Kingdom Roll Call? 
You may call it just another mechanical 
plan for raising money. It is more than 
that. This plan if properly presented has 
tremendous spiritual possibilities and there 
is a far-reaching psychology in the word 
More. In asking a person for “Ten Cents 
A Week More”—you take for granted that 
he is already supporting the Church. But 
for the sake of the Church and to save it 
from an embarrassing situation you ask 
the person whom you canvass to add “Ten 
Cents” to his weekly contributions. This 
plan would give definiteness and a real 
purpose to our visitation, This request is 
dignified. That an effort should be made 
in this direction is without gainsay. 

If the plan is to meet with any degree 
of success it must begin with those who 
are regularly supporting the Church. The 
loyal members are always willing to give 
more. They well know that any plan if 
it is to succeed must begin with them and 
it is likewise true that many of the most 
liberal contributors spend ten cents a week 
for luxuries or perhaps foolishly. The Ten 
Cent A Week more idea is worthwhile try- 
ing over the whole Church. There are 
many things which it would accomplish. 
Besides raising the standard of our giving 
which has always been too low in the Re- 
formed Church, it would reach those who 
failed altogether or such who decreased 
their giving. It could not help but rein- 
state many a delinquent Church member 
and it would likewise reintroduce the use 
of the Duplex Envelope. Among the many 
things it would accomplish it would pro- 
tect the dignity of the Church and save it 
from cheap money making schemes. 


J. M. Mengel. 


YEAR BOOK AND ALMANAC OF THE 
EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED 
CHURCH 


(An editorial in “The Evangelical Herald’’) 

No doubt all our readers have been eag- 
erly awaiting the announcement of the 
latest Evangelical Year Book, to appear 
about this time, as in former years. In 
view of the action taken at Cleveland, O., 
June 26-27, the Evangelical Year Book has 
been merged with the “Almanac and Year 
Book” of the Reformed Church, and so the 
new publication bears the above title. 
Since this publication thus becomes some- 
thing of more than ordinary importance, 
Rey. Paul Press, president of the Evan- 
gelical Synod, at the editor’s request, has 
kindly consented to commend it officially 
to our readers, and we are glad to give 
him space in our editorial columns: 

“Annually, dating back many years, our 
Evangelical Synod of North America has 
published a Year Book for the purpose of 
disseminating information to the constitu- 
ents of our Church bearing upon the de- 
velopment of the varied phases of activi- 
ties sponsored by the respective depart- 
ments of Christian service. 

“Again, therefore, it is our privilege to 
direct the attention of the readers of the 
Evangelical Herald to the latest issue, 
which has come off the press, and which 
now is being distributed throughout the 
Church for the nominal cost of 25 cents. 
We ase sending it on its way, to convey 
the greetings of the Church headquarters 
to all constituents, accompanied by the 
prayer that it may carry a message of in- 
formation, encouragement, and _ inspira- 
tion, to assure all who read it that even 
in the face of unfavorable conditions and 
adverse circumstances the Church has been 


permitted to serve the causes of God’s 


Kingdom, 

“We note with much interest that the 
cover page of the Year Book indicates a 
broader designation in the name of the 


Church sponsoring its publication, and that — 


the contents cover a wider scope of Chris- 
tian service than in former issues. At 


once we are reminded that we have enter- 
ed into a new relationship, and inadver- — 


tently our thoughts revert to the memor- 
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able event on June 26, 1934, when in 
Cleveland, Ohio, the union of our Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America with the 
Reformed Church in the United States was 
effected and officially declared. 

“We react to this issue of the Year Book 
with a special thrill, as it represents the 
first official publication which in its en- 
tirety is dedicated to the union of these 
denominations. Subconsciously we repeat 
the motto of our Evangelical Synod: Giv- 
ing diligence to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were 
called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all who is over all, and in all. 
Hph. 4:3-6, 

“Fondly we cherish the memory of the 
beneficent influence of this motto upon our 
Church life in the past—but now we repeat 
the motto, conscious of its wider signifi- 
cauce, its deeper tendency, and its higher 
emphasis. 

“As the new Year Book reaches us in 
its new presentation, may we greet it in 
the spirit through which the union with 
the Reformed Church was effected. We 
pray that the Year Book may become the 
agency to perpetuate the principles of the 
union, to bind us closer together, and to 
enable us, a united Church, to realize the 
high aims and exultant purposes of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

“We trust that increasingly we may be 
guided into the new relationship with the 
consciousness that in reality we are no 
longer constituents of the Evangelical 
Synod of North America, even though we 
are required to continue to function under 
this designation until all legal transac- 
tions of the union have been accomplished. 
We are now members of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church and we should ree- 
ognize the new organization and learn to 
think in terms of our relation to the united 
Church. 

“May the 1935 Year Book serve the 
purpose of emphasizing the new relation- 
ship to the end that all of us may be 
guided to higher levels of achievement.” 


WHY A KINGDOM ROLL CALL? 


The “calling of the roll” is nothing new. 
It is as old as the human race. The Lord 
God walked in the garden in the cool of 
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the day and called, “Adam, where art 
thou?” Jacob called the roll of his twelve 
sons. David took a census of his people. 
Every ten years the United States Gov- 
ernment calls the roll of its citizens. 
Every Congress calls the roll of its mem- 
bers. Every Synod and Classis in the 
Church cally the roll of its ministers and 
elders. Every Committee begins its work 
with the calling of the roll. So it is a 
good thing for every congregation to call 
the roll of its members at least once a 
year. It gives proper recognition to every 
individual member. It serves to integrate 
every member into the body of the 
Church and gives the impression of “be- 
longing” to the fellowship. This in itself 
is abundantly worth while. It serves the 
purpose of a new enlistment. It affords 
an opportunity to hold before the mem- 
bership the program, the great objectives, 
of the Church. It challenges them to 
united co-operation in the accomplish- 
ment of the task to which the Church as 
a whole is committed. It gives every 
member of the Church the chance to ex- 
press himself or herself with respect to 
this program, and to register one’s inter- 
est in the causes which claim the support 
of the Church. 

Furthermore, it enables those who are 
charged with the responsibility of admin- 
istering these causes of Home Missions, 
Foreign Missions, Ministerial Relief and 
Christian Education to formulate their 
plans and programs based upon the sup- 
port which our members are willing to 
give these causes. 


The Kingdom Roll Call makes for defi- 
niteness in the local congregation as well 
as in the conduct of the general work of 
the Church. It frees us from a blind or 
haphazard, spasmodic way of doing the 
Lord’s work. 


Moreover, when members put on record 
their intentions to contribute a certain 
amount regularly to Kingdom Support, it 
is a spur to them to carry their registered 
intentions into effect. Therefore, it makes 
for loyalty and is an aid, a stimulus to 
giving, and not a barrier. 

Our people, then, for their own sake, 
and for the sake of the causes of the 
Church, should enter heartily into this 
Kingdom Roll Call at this time. 

—Charles HE. Schaeffer. 
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CALLING THE ROLL 


Several things happen when the roll is 
called—someone calls the roll, those pres- 
ent answer to their names, others listen, 
and someone makes a record. 

In the old “school days” the teacher 
called the roll. In the days of His flesh 
they called Him “Rabbi”’—Teacher. He 
is still the Teacher. This is a “Kingdom 
Roll Call’ It is His roll-eall. Would that 
the Church might realize that He, the 
Teacher, is calling roll. 

But I am thinking especially of the 
others, our fellows, our Kingdom-mates, 
who are listening to our roll-call. There 
are over five hundred of them, They are 
in Japan and China and Mesopotamia. 
Some of them are our yoke-fellows in the 
Kingdom, missionaries, and we affection- 
ately call them “our missionaries.” Others 
are pastors, evangelists, Bible women, col- 
lege professors, high school teachers, Sun- 
day School teachers, kindergartens—all of 
them listening intently, anxiously to our 
answer to the roll-call. Why? It means 
life or death to their work, which is really 
their whole life. I received a letter from 
one of them, a missionary in China, today. 
She writes, “Everything is cut to rock- 
bottom financially. Church services for- 
merly held in the evening are held in the 
afternoon to avoid the necessity of oil for 
lights.” 

The Board of Foreign Missions held its 
semi-annual meeting last week. It was a 
serious meeting. The budget for the com- 
ing year is always adopted at this meet- 
ing. The Finance Committee wrestled all 
day with this problem. They acted in 
faith — faith in God and faith in the 
Church. Some of the devastating cuts of 
last year had to be restored to save the 
work and the workers. Some of our For- 
eign Mission work is going to live or die 
this coming year. Which it will be de- 
pends upon the answer to the “Kingdom 
Roll Call.” 

There is a touching Negro spiritual, into 
the simple, fervent meaning of which the 
Church might well pray to enter just now. 
It begins, “Hush! Hush! Someone’s callin’ 
my name.’ They have labeled this “The 
Kingdom Roll Call.” A better name would 
be “The King’s Roll Call.” 


—A. V. Casselman. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


WHAT MARTIN LUTHER DID 


Text, Galatians 3:11, “The righteous 
shall live by faith.” 


Last year the 450th anniversary of the 
birth of Martin Luther, the great German 
reformer, was celebrated throughout the 
Christian world. This year the four hun- 
dredth anniversary of the completion of 
the translation of the Bible into the Ger- 
man language was widely celebrated. While 
the Lutheran Church which bears his name 
was especially interested and took great 
pride in the celebration of these anniver- 
saries, they also had their interest and at- 
traction for all other Protestant denomi-, 
nations. 

The Protestant Reformation took place 
in the 16th century, but the preparation 
for it began more than a hundred years 


earlier. The Reformation was not an event 
which took place on a certain day but a 
movement which at first had small begin- 
nings and grew to greater and greater pro- 
portions until it was finally established. 

The unsuccessful reforms of Savonarola 
and the efforts of John Huss, who was 
burned at the stake for his zeal, did much 
to prepare the way for the progress of 
this movement. The four foremost re- 
formers were Martin Luther in Germany, 
Ulrie Zwingli in Switzerland, John Calvin 
in Geneva (Switzerland), and John Knox 
in Scotland. Because of the two great 
anniversaries of the birth and achievement 
of Martin Luther we shall confine our ef- 
forts at this time to an examination of his 
life and character. 


Martin Luther was born at Eisleben, in 
Prussian Saxony, on November 10, 1483, 
an hour before midnight. His parents were 
very poor, but were honest, industrious and 
pious people. He was never ashamed of 
his humble rustic origin. He said with 
pride to Melanchthon, “I am a peasant’s 
son; my father, grandfather, all my an- 
cestors were genuine peasants.” His 


mother had to carry the wood from the 
forest on her back; and his father and 
mother, as he said, “worked their flesh off 
their bones to bring up seven children.” 
His mother was a modest, devout, and God- 
fearing woman. There was a striking re- 
semblance between her and her noted son. 


Martin Luther had a hard youth, with- 
out sunny memories. He was brought up 
under stern discipline. He was taught at 
home to pray to God and the saints, to 
revere the Church and the priests, and was 
taught frightful stories about the devil 
and witches which haunted his imagination 
all his life. 


In the school the discipline was equally 
severe, and the rod took the place of 
kindly admonition. In his fourteenth year 
he had to support himself by singing in 
the street. By his hearty singing and 
praying he attracted the attention of 
Madame Ursula Cotta, the wife of the 
wealthiest merchant at Hisenach. She took 
a benevolent interest in him, invited him 
to her table, and gave him his first im- 
pression of a lady of some education and 
refinement. From her he learned the say- 
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ing, “There is nothing dearer in this 
world than the love of a woman.” 

As Abraham Lincoln afterwards, so 
Luther was a man of the people and for 
the people. When he was eighteen years 
old he entered the University of Erfurt, 
then one of the best in Germany. His 
father had become a successful miner and 
was now able to assist him so that he was 
free from care and could assemble a small 
library. He was a poet and musician as 
well as a theologian. He had a rich fund 
of mother wit and quaint humor. His 
moral conduct was unblemished. 

He was much concerned about his per- 
sonal salvation. One time he fell dan- 
gerously ill and was seized with a fit of 
despair. An old priest comforted him, as 
he said: “Be of good cheer; you will not 
die in this sickness: God will yet make 
a great man of you for the comfort of 
many.” His father wanted him to become 
a lawyer, but he preferred theology, and 
entered the Augustinian convent at Erfurt, 
and became a monk, as he thought, for the 
remainder of his life. 

He was a pious Catholic from his child- 
hood, and his determination to become a 
monk was caused by two circumstances 
which impressed him deeply. He was 
shocked by the sudden death of a friend, 
and shortly afterward was caught in a 
violent thunderstorm. He was so frighten- 
ed that he fell to the earth and trembling- 
ly exclaimed: “Help, beloved Saint Anna! 
I will become a monk.” 

While in the convent at Erfurt he ex- 
perienced another conversion, from the 
monastic and legalistic piety of mediaeval 
Catholicism to the free evangelical piety 
of Protestantism, as he was convineed that 
he was justified by free grace through 
faith alone. He was greatly influenced by 
John yon Stanpitz, his spiritual father, 
who first caused the light of the Gospel 
to shine in his heart. He directed him from 
his sins to his Savior, from the law to the 
cross, from works to faith, from scholastic- 
ism to the study of the Scriptures. He 
taught him that true repentance consists 
not in self-imposed penances and punish- 
ments, but in change of heart, and must 
proceed from the contemplation of Christ’s 
sacrifice in which the secret of God’s 
eternal will is revealed. 

Shortly after this he visited Rome where 
he climbed the “scala sancta,” the sacred 
stairway, on his knees, as many other pil- 
grims had done. When he was about half 
way up, he sprang to his feet and cried 
out, “The just shall live by faith.” That 
was a decided step in his life as a re- 
former, and from that time forth he de- 
voted himself to a more thorough study of 
the Scriptures, making researches in the 
Hebrew and Greek Versions of the Old 
and New Testaments. 

He had no idea of reforming the Roman 
Catholic Church, and still less of separat- 
ing from it. He had hoped, like other re- 
formers did, that the Church might be 
purged of its errors and worldly practices 
in a natural way. By the leading of 
Providence, however, he was carried on 
from step to step and forced far beyond 
his original intention. He was greatly 
aroused by the sale of indulgences, and on 
October 31, 1517, he nailed to the doors 
of the Castle Church at Wittenberg his 
famous “Ninety-five Theses,” in which he 
denounced these evil practices. He was 
excommunicated by the Pope and was thus 
forced to organize a new Church. 

The news of his actions spread like wild- 
fire throughout Germany and Hurope, and 
the people were greatly stirred thereby. 
He soon had a large following, and the 
German Reformation was an established 
fact. His own history is the formative 
history of the Church which rightly bears 
his name, anu which is the perpetuation of 
his genius. No other Reformer has given 
his name to the Church he reformed, nor 
exercised the same controlling influence 
over its history as Luther did over the 
Lutheran Church. 

Next to the great work which Luther 
did as a Reformer is his translation of the 
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The Children of Pennsylvania 


What shall be done for children who are homeless, neglected and desti- 


tute through sickness, death, vice or desertion of their parents? 
The CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY of Pennsylvania, Inc., 


must care for them. 


Someone 


founded fifty years ago, is now doing this work for over 2,000 children. 


The Children’s Aid Society is providing individual care and protection for 
such children through a series of carefully selected family boarding homes. 
Through a staff of trained visitors and through school and church reports, the 
Society knows of the progress and development of each child. Special depart- 
ments for the care of older boys and girls are maintained and the Society also 


conducts a large home finding work. 


County branch offices are established at Towanda, Williamsport, Reading, 


Norristown, Easton, Media, 


Montrose, 


Allentown, Altoona, Chambersburg, 


Huntingdon, Lewistown, Bedford, Stroudsburg, Wilkes-Barre and Wellsboro. 
Our County Agency Department will be glad to answer questions about the 
organization and extension of this work in various counties in Eastern and 


Central Pennsylvania. 


The Society receives children without restriction as to race, creed or 
color, caring for them with due regard to their religious faith. Surely each 
one will want to share the responsibility of providing for them. Homes wanted 


for children. 


Bequests Solicited 


CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 


311 South Juniper Street 


- Social Service Building 


Philadelphia 
Member, Welfare Federation of Philadelphia 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


By John Andrew Holmes 


It takes two wills to make one 
shall—one’s own will plus God’s 
will. 


Bible into the language of his people. The 
Scriptures had been withheld from the peo- 
ple, or were accessible only in the langu- 
ages which none but the learned scholars 
could read. Luther was therefore deter- 
mined to put the Word of God within reach 
of the people by translating it into the 
German language which they could read 
and understand. 

He began the study of Hebrew in 1506, 
when he was 22 years old, and six years 
later he began the study of Greek. His 


heart was filled with joy when he learned’ 


that the Greek word for repentance meant 
a change of mind and heart, and not the 
doing of penance as the Catholic Church 
had insisted. 


AUTUMN PRAISES 


Our autumn days are grateful days 

(The emblems bright of fall and 
God) 

When earth lies calm in holy peace, 

And sends her praise up from the 
sod. 


Then, too, they sing a song of love 
To Him who always does provide; 

How sweet the echo of their lay 
To those who will in Him confide. 


The trees lift up bare arms to God, 

And add their praise to Him on 
high; 

Their days of rest and calm have 
come, 

Their summer gone, their winter 
nigh. 


thank Thee, God, for autumn 
days— 
The ev’ning song of one more year. 
Their music sweet in love ascends 
To Thee, Who smil’st with joy to 
hear. 


We 


—Gwendolyn Huffman 


Harrisonburg, Va. 


He began with the translation of the 
New Testament in 1521 and had it ready 
for the press the following year. Then 
he immediately set to work to translate 
the Old Testament, and in 1534, four hun- 
dred years ago, the complete Bible was 
published. By the time of Luther’s death 
in 1546, no less than a million copies of 
the whole Bible or parts of it had been 
printed in German-speaking lands. 


DR. D. B. SCHNEDER AND HIS 
STEWARDSHIP IN JAPAN 


1934 Stewardship Essay and Poster Contest 
Group B—Fifth Prize, Miss Grace Shenk, 
Lancaster, Penna. 


In my estimation, I think the following 
little playlet, although it has a very sim- 
ple setting, will show us the work of Dr. 
Schneder, and how he has been living the 
life of a steward in Japan. 


Scene: A club-room where the girls’ 
“Missionary Guild” meets monthly. 


Characters: Speaker 
President 
Nine additional club mem- 
bers 

(The girls are all seated in their respec- 
tive places in the club-room with the presi- 
dent presiding.) 

President: The meeting will please come 
to order. We will dispense with the busi- 
ness for the beginning of the meeting, be- 
cause we have been fortunate enough to 
secure a member of an adult Missionary 
Society, who will bring us a message, on 
the missions in Japan. In one of our pre- 
vious meetings we read several paper elip- 
pings about the Japanese missions, but to- 
night I want to introduce to the Guild, 


Mrs. Glenna Haush, who will tell us of 


her relations with the Japanese. 

Speaker: Thank you. Girls of the Mis- 
sionary Guild; I am extremely grateful for 
your invitation to speak to you tonight on 
the missions in Japan. While thinking on 
the subject, I tried to select what I thought 
would be most interesting to you. There 
is a certain missionary in Japan who has 
done so much for the Japanese that he has 
made himself one of them. He is living 
the life of a real true Christian Steward. 
The gentleman to whom I refer is Rey. Dr. 
David B. Schneder. I imagine that some 
time or other while you have been study- 
ing about missions, you have come in con- 
tact with Dr. Schneder. Is my supposition 
correct, Miss President? 

President: Yes, just a few weeks ago 
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we had several clippings which dealt with 
Dr. Schneder and his present work in 
Japan. 

Speaker: That’s fine. Since you have 
had some discussion, I should like each of 
you to join in this discussion, and I think 
we shall have a much greater knowledge 
of him. Does this suggestion sound agrce- 
able to the society? 

All Members: (Make several exclama- 
tions in the affirmative.) 

Speaker: Miss President, have you had 
any discussion on his early life, as yet? 

President: Yes, practically all of our 
discussions are based on the entire life of 
missionaries, from their birth to their pres- 
ent work. 

Speaker: Well that is wonderful! I sug- 
gest that each one of you take part and 
we will take turns going around the cir- 
cle, and tell just one fact that you know 
of his life. Shall we start with the presi- 
dent, and continue around the circle to the 
right? - 

President: I think it would be nice to 
start with his birthplace and tell of his 
life in correct order. Rev. David B. 
Schneder was born in Bowmansville, Pa., 
March 23, 1857. 

1st girl: He was born the son of Baltzer 
and Elizabeth Bowman. 

2nd girl: Dr. Schneder studied at Frank- 
lin and Marshall College, from which he 
graduated in 1880. 

3rd girl: He attended the Theological 
Seminary at Lancaster and graduated in 
1883. 

4th girl: He was given the degree of 
Doctor of Laws by Ursinus College in 
1934. 


5th girl: At the age of 30, Dr. Schneder 
married Anna M. Schoenberger of Read- 
ing. They had four children: John Balt- 
zer, Mary Elizabeth, Anna Margaret, and 
Clara Katherine. 


6th girl: He was ordained into the min- 
istry of the Reformed Church in 1883 and 
became a pastor at Marietta, Pennsylvania. 


7th girl: In 1887 he was sent as a mis- 
sionary to Japan and became a professor 
at North Japan College. 


8th girl: In 1901 he became president of 
the College. He is still president of the 
College, and is very well liked by the 
students. The college is somewhat like 
American colleges, and some of their 
games are also played as we Americans 
play them. 

9th girl: Since the subject of the col- 
lege has been brought before us, I should 
like to add a few words to what has al- 
ready been said. It does not matter what 
other Japanese may believe as to the ad- 
vantages of an offensive campaign in the 
Far ,Hast, the students of North Japan 
Collége have decidedly Christian views. 
From the different articles which I have 
already read about Rev. Dr. Schneder, there 
is a different attitude from what may be 
expected. There is a decided assurance 
that he knows Japan and her people thor- 
oughly. He has done so much for them 
that the Japanese have learned to enjoy 
going to Christian colleges and Churches. 
He has endeavored to instill into all his 
students the real Christian attitude, and 
to me this seems one of the greatest exam- 
ples of Christian Stewardship there can 
possibly be. 

Speaker: I agree very firmly with your 
last member to speak, and I am very grate- 
ful to her for not omitting the subject of 
the college of which Dr. Schneder is presi- 
dent. I would just like to add that he 
has also received a medal for “meritorious 
service” in the cause of education in Ja- 
pan. To me, I would consider this a great 
honor, but to Dr. Schneder, I think he is 
just thanking God that he can do some- 
thing for the betterment of those Japanese 
souls. 

The subject has been very well covered, 
and in closing, girls, I just want to leave 
with you this one thought. Although we 
may not have the opportunity of going to 
some foreign mission land as Dr. Schneder 
did, and accomplish what he did, we can 
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“share his stewardship and make a little 
of it our very own.” In this way we can 
all become stewards as he has done. 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 

T hankful um I for your 

H ome and mine 

A nd for ours and every other 

N eighborhood and Nation where love is 

K ing; and where little bodies are too 

S acred to warp and twist in rug, fire- 
eracker and silk factories, in salmon 
fisheries and beet fields, and in mines, 
and in all mill-stone labors that 


G od eannot, eall good. 

I am thankful too, for the 

V oice of everyone who preaches against 
war, and guides us children 

I nto Christ’s Way of loving even those 
who do 

N ot love us. 

G; 


uide us, therefore, O Father, that we 


may be thankful every 


D ay, for blessings too many to count 

A nd grant that we may share those bless- 
ings with all who 

Y earn for and need them sorely, espe- 
cially those who have never heard 
Thy name. —Amen. 


“How did the Jones wedding go off?” 

“Fine, until the parson asked the bride 
if she’d obey her husband.” 

“What happened then?” 

“She replied, ‘Do you think I’m silly?’ 
and the groom, who was in a sort of daze, 
replied: ‘I do.’” 


Mother: “You don’t know how you worry 
me, dear; why, my hair is turning gray!” 

Florrie: “My, how you must have wor- 
ried grandma; her hair is all white!” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


SATISFY THE URGE TO INVESTIGATE 
Emma Gary Wallace 


The young child is an investigator on 
his own account. He picks up a small 
toy or any other article within his reach, 
feels it, turns it over, and, as likely as 
not, he carries it to his mouth. He is 
seeking an understanding of the world 
around him through his own efforts. 

But soon, his natural hunger for facts 
is not completely satisfied by what he can 
find out for himself, and he begins to ask 
endless questions. Many of these are sin- 
gularly searching, even penetrating. They 
show that the child is doing real think- 
ing and is eager to hear the explanations 
of those around him. 

Such questions as ‘Where was I before 
I came to live with Mother?” or, “How 
do the little chickens get inside the eggs?” 
reveal a mind reaching out for causes. 

Only a little later, there seems to be a 
natural desire for collecting. It is one way 
that the children satisfy their hunger for 
facts and comparisons. This love of col- 
lecting is usually at its peak from 8 to 
10 years of age, and wise indeed is the 
parent who has been leading up to this 
time tactfully and constructively. 

The child whose questions are not an- 
swered frankly and in an honest and sat- 
isfying manner will cease asking ques- 
tions freely, or he will seek information 
elsewhere. 

It is at this time that the foundations 
are laid for a happy companionship be- 
tween parent and child. If Father and 
Mother show a genuine interest in the 
little one’s desire for facts, a family con- 
fidence is established which is priceless. 


AN ANTHOLOGY 
of 
WORLD POETRY 


The only anthology in English of 
poetry selected from all countries 
and from all periods of history. 


Here are over thirteen hundred 
poems written by more than six 
hundred poets, Translated from 
many different languages. 


This generous book contains near- 
ly fourteen hundred pages—a lit- 
erary feast which you will enjoy. 


Price $1.49, Postage 11c Extra 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 


1505 


RACE STREET, PHILA., PA. 


It is a mistake to try to go more deeply 
into any subject, by way of explanation, 
than the child can comprehend. A Jengthy 
and tiresome explanation wearies the 
small child. The power of attention will 
increase as the child develops; it should 
not be forced. But a true answer should 
be given to the extent that the child can 
grasp it. 

“Why does the frog jump?” 
asks. 

“See, dear,’ his mother points out, “the 
frog’s legs are not like yours and mine. 
He needs the kind of legs he has, and 
four of them, to go over the ground and 
through the water. When he was a baby, 
he didn’t have legs. They hadn’t grown 
yet. But he had a tail and he was called 
a tadpole. We saw tadpoles over in the 
creek, and you saw them swim. Their tails 
helped to push them along.” : 

That is enough for Tommy just now. 

Mothers need to be very patient and 
indulgent with the little questioners. And 
when a child commences to collect treas- 
ures of his own, some place should be pro- 
vided for them where they will not be in 
the way or thrown out as worthless. These 
collections may be made the beginnings 
of earnest nature and science study. 


Tommy 


“T have been interested in the kinder- 
garten first as an educator and then as a 
parent. From both standpoints I consider 
the kindergarten one of the most import- 


HUMAN EXPLOITATION 


By Norman Thomas 


Truly an amazing work of tre- 
mendous importance to every 
American who would know the 
actual conditions under which his 
fellow Americans work and live. 


Broad in its viewpoint, highly 
sensational in its implications, ut- 
terly fearless and informative to 
the last degree—HUMAN EX- 
PLOITATION is so thoughtfully 
and clearly written that no think- 
ing person, whatever his beliefs, 
can read it without finding his 
conception of America profoundly 
altered. 


384 pages. Price, $2.75, Postpaid 


Ready about Nov. 22nd 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILA., PA. 
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ant parts of our publie school system.”— 
George Willard Frasier, President, Colo- 
rado State Teachers College, Greeley. 

The National Kindergarten Association, 
8 W. Fortieth St., New York City, will 
gladly aid any persons who wish to se- 
eure the advantages of the kindergarten 
for the children of their community. Only 
a properly trained kindergartner should be 
put in charge of the class. 


Folk Facts from China’s 
Hinterland 


By Grace Walborn Snyder 


THE NINE-HEADED BIRD 

It was such an evening in spring when 
land persons with an acute sense of smell 
could really detect a new freshness com- 
ing on the air. During the afternoon, 
some flocks of flying creatures had flown 
north, but not many persons had observed 
them. The night’s blackness came on and 
the city was still. There was no moon 
for this night and the stillness was in- 
tense, until a sudden wild wind storm 
burst and roared through the blackness. 
House dwellers went out to tighten door 
and window boards. And out in the night 
air, they heard strange sounds from above. 
Not wind sounds, but calling sounds from 
living throats. At first, they paused to 
listen, and noticed only two or three eall- 
ings. The sounds came from the air above 
but there was nothing visible. People 
scoffed at their imaginations, but strained 
to listen even more intensely. Then the 
callings became more frequent, more near- 
ly everywhere; here, there, above, all 
around in the darkness. The- wind howled, 
and no light held its flame. The voice 
screamings got closer and more agitated. 
Strangeness went to tension and tension 
turned to terror. Was it such a night as 
this that sheeted ghosts walked the Rom- 
an streets, and oriental graves belched 
revenging spirits into the air? Even 
dogs crawled for hiding without staying 
to yelp or bark. Suddenly, some braver 
householder applied the fireerecker cure 
for demon dispelling. Immediately others 
followed his example, and soon there was 
a bedlam of human-made racket; fire- 
crackers, cymbals, pans, drums, shouting, 
ete. 

As the din increased, the word went 
around that the terrible Nine-headed Mon- 
ster was in the air. The presence of this 
Nine-headed Eagle forespelled disaster. 
With nine heads to plan his direction it 
was inevitable that he would split apart, 
and it was inevitable that blood would 
fall from a broken body. And it was an 
age-tradition that wherever fell a drop of 
this monster’s blood, immediately there 
would be calamity, fire, death, destruc- 
tion. People grew frantic in their ef- 
forts to scare the Bird away. As the man- 
made din increased, the callings grew 
fainter. 

Listening closely for the later callings, 
one detected the puzzled fearful “hoonk” 
and the long “quaack” of wild geese, lost 
from their flock and trying to find a way 
to some water course. Soon, a great clap- 
ping of thunder and a deluge of rain 
quieted the city’s turmoil for the rest of 
the night. I’ve wondered if the Gorgon- 
Medusa may have gotten her snaky locks 
in the way of Fear, or whether it was be- 
cause of Craftiness. For this Nine-headed 
Monster there seems to be no origin nor 
end. But there is a dateless proverb of 
the Hunan people in which the Hunanese 
compare their former Hupeh magistrates 
to this Flying Evil. The proverb says, 
“In Heaven there is the Nine-headed Bird 
Terror: on earth, there is the Hupeh tiger 
menace.” 

If and when aeroplanes fly through this 
upland country in squadrons, it is- very 
probable that some people are going to 
say that the Nine Headed Vulture must 
have hatched a nest of young ones, 


Verses to Memorize 


By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


THE DAWN 


Tho black the night, 
And fears benumb, 

Cling close to God— 
The dawn will come. 


TEN GOOD, BIG REASONS FOR 
JOINING THE CHURCH 


Dr. D. Webster Loucks 


1—The human soul is immortal and will 
live after this life. 

2—This immortal soul has sinned and 
forfeited its right to heaven. 

3—The Church is the only institution in 
the world which has a plan of salva- 
tion. 

4—Jesus, the Great Head of the Church, 
is the world’s only Saviour. 

5—Jesus says that the Church is His. 

6—The Church has, in addition to a plan 
of salvation, a plan of service, such 
as no other institution in the world 
has. 

7—Joining the Church is a public admis- 
sion that one needs to be saved and 
that the Church is God’s appointed in- 
stitution to provide the way and 
means. 

8—Not to join the Church is a public 
admission that one does not realize 
that he is lost, or that he does not 
eare. 

9—The Church is not made up of per- 
fect people, but is a group of people 
who are working out their soul’s 
salvation. 

10—To join the Church will not save one, 
but, as far as we know, one cannot be 
saved unless he joins the Church, if 
he has a chance. 


“THREE CHEERS FOR GOD!” 


A little four-year-old lad happened to 
be living in New York at the time ex- 
President Roosevelt returned from his me- 
morable journey through Africa. The met- 
ropols was gay with flowers and decora- 
tions, and the parade made a great im- 
pression upon the little boy. Over and 
over again the crowd ealled for “three 
cheers for Roosevelt!” He became duly 
impressed with the idea that this was the 
proper way to show one’s highest ap- 
proval. 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 
—The Jerusalem artichoke is 
a root tuber substitute for 
potatoes and its starch con- 
tent is safe for diabetic pa- 
tients. 
Waxing melons for shipment 
to eastern markets has been 
proved successful and prac- 
tical. 
—Hgg freshness is indicated 
by the size of the air cell 


within the shell at the large 


end. The smaller the air 
cell, the fresher the egg. 
—The major minerals neces- 
sary to life are calcium, 
phosphorus, iron and iodine, 
and are supplied in adequate 
amounts by a diet consisting 
of milk, leafy vegetables, 
fruits and a little meat. 
These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 
Information, New Jersey State 
Department of Agriculture. 


MESSENGER 


NOVEMBER 22, 1934, 


In-the winter that followed he had a 
great longing to see the snow come. To 
his boyish mind it seemed to delay un- 
usually, and he was very anxious. One 
morning he awakened, looked out of the 
window, and there were the trees and the 
ground beautiful with the new snow. In- 
stantly he clapped his hands, and then 
with his face transfigured with unmistak- 
able joy he said to his father, “Three 
cheers for God!” ; 

.It may seem unconventional to a great 
many honest-minded souls, but it was per- 
fectly genuine in the heart of the boy. 
Why should not God be applauded for all 
the things which He gives us? This is 
simply another way of asking why we 
should not be grateful for everything that 
God does for us. If the highest form of 
approval which a child had learned could 
be thus shown by him to express his ap- 
preciation of God’s gift, where lies the 
harm? We are far less appreciative than 
we should be of the little things which 
make up so large a part of the child world. 

—C. E. World. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO MAKE 10 WORDS OUT 


OF 20 
1. Under-stand 6. Bur-den 
2. Post-age 7. Jack-knife 
3. Rib-bon 8. Ten-or 
4. Mer-maid 9, Cur-tail 
5. Over-turn 10. Spare-rib 


CURTAILED WORDS, No. 48 


1. She for a month, and then said 
with such a (2 off) she would 
surely -—_, 

2. They lived in a that a (2 off) 

had built to suit his + 

3. She was a who often would —— 
to please her uncle (2 off) 

4. They went to and spent only one 
(2 off) , Saying that the confusion 
tended to their pleasure. 

5. We possessed little , but the (2 off) 

of the family demanded that (2 


off) use it judiciously. 

6, They - that men of found lit- 
tle or (2 off) -—— honor in their home 
towns. 

7. He built an to the palace of 
Queen , Who said it was (2 off) 


improvement. A. M.S. 


“Too bad about Tom and the girl he’s 
engaged to. Neither of them is good 
enough for the other.” 

“Where did you get that idea?” ®* 

“Pve been talking the match over with 
both families.” 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Roland L. Rupp 


NOV. 26 to DEC. 2, 1934 


Memory Text: “But ye shall receive 
power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8. 


Memory Hymn (November): “Blessed 
Saviour, Thee I Love” (285). 7 


Theme: The Christian as Witness. ‘ , 


Monday: Witnessing by Word = A. 
II Corinthians 4:1-6 F 


To bear worthy testimony for the very Pon ae £, 
holiest convictions one holds is a high 
privilege. Nothing is more apparent in 
the epistles of Paul than that they are — 
the overflow of an exultant soul. He — 
writes with joy. What we have left of 
the sermons he preached and the addre 
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he delivered speaks of the same deep 
gladness of heart. Paul was happy that 
he could preach Christ. He preached with 
enthusiasm. He wrote with throbbing and 
vibrant fervor. It is this passion which 
gives such persuasion and power to his 
testimony. There is something extraor- 
dinarily inspiring in Paul, the converted 
Saul and former Pharisee, preaching with 
all his resourceful and indomitable soul 
the Christ he once persecuted. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, Almighty God, 
for the gospel of the New Testament. It 
is one of our greatest treasures. It is the 
power of God unto salvation for all the 
world. Inspire us to preach it and teach 
it so that that power may command the 
wills and actions of mankind. Amen. 


Tuesday: Witnessing by Life 
I Thessalonians 1:1-10 

The witness of the word may be suf- 
ficient in the courts of law. In the courts 
of life it is not sufficient. There life it- 
self speaks with the greatest eloquence. 
In the arenas of the world, where Chris- 
tianity is contending with other forces 
for spiritual mastery, it is the testimony 
of life which convicts. Life is ever more 
commanding than word. Gandhi, living 
his life in these latter days entirely for 
the untouchables of India; Schweitzer, in 
equatorial Africa after surrendering a uni- 
versity professorship and its consequent 
comfort and renown, to atone for the sins 
of the white against the colored; Kagawa, 
with his income of more than ten thou- 
sand a year, living in the slums in order 
that he might pour out his life more fully 
for the most desperate needs—are the most 
eloquent prophets of our generation. 

Prayer: Our Father, we thank Thee for 
these men who are so filled with Thy 
Spirit that in them we see Thy love and 
will and power. Open the hearts of the 
world to accept these revelations of Thy- 
self. Amen. 


. 


Wednesday: Witnessing Among Friends 
Mark 5:15-20 

The opportunity each one of us has to 
re-enforce and implement the usual re- 
ligious efforts of the Church, is vast in- 
deed. Yet many among us find it exceed- 
ingly difficult to speak to others concern- 
ing their religious convictions and ideals. 
Seldom do men in their social relation- 
ships discuss Jesus, His significance for 
modern life, what his attitude would be 
toward these irritating and crushing prob- 
lems which the Church and the world are 
facing just now. They find it easy to dis- 
cuss, and they do it with enthusiasm and 
with some intelligence, polities, finance, 
sports, literature. But in that circle, Jesus, 
God, .the soul, are taboo. Why? Why? 
Don’t men know enough about these, the 
greatest of all realities, to discuss them? 
One witnessing for Christ among His 
friends might find some doors opening into 
promising fields. 

Prayer: We are grateful to Thee, 
Eternal God, for our knowledge of Thee, 
our faith and confidence in Thee. Live 
in us, O Father, so that our friends may 
see the light of Thy Spirit in our eyes. 
Amen. 


Thursday: Witnessing of Women 
Matthew 28:1-10 


“Tf the men would work in our congre- 
gation like the women do”—is a ery and 
lamentation in multitudes of Churches to- 
day. Yes, if they would the Church would 
limp less frequently. If the men and 
women would co-operate as they should, 
many, many congregations would be 
emancipated from the worries of money 
and Church attendance. But since they 
don’t, is it possible that the ranks of the 
men might yet prove to be the most fertile 
fields for the future testimony and wit- 
ness of our splendid women? Christianity 
seems to have been a most effective force 
in lifting the womanhood of the world to 
a level of influence and opportunity. The 
history of the Christian Church is replete 
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THE PASTOR THINKS 
That the “Messenger’s” urge that 
pastors send in their photos—so that 
they may be used, possibly, to illus- 
trate their death notice—is poor 


psychology. He thinks the Editor 
should have said, “in case they are 
granted a D.D.” That would bring 
results, as most of ’em are looking 
for that. —Now and Then 


with accounts of their devoted service. In 
view of this fact, it is almost surpassing 
strange that our consistories and pulpits 
are still mainly closed to them. 

Prayer: O God, we pray for the power 
of Thy Spirit in our congregations. De- 
liver us from our weakness, lukewarmness, 
lack of fellowship and co-operation, Amen. 


Friday: Witnessing to the Rebellious 
Ezekiel 2:1-10 


What ails our Churches and makes of 
them debilitated assemblies and organiza- 
tions, is the absence of genuine spiritual 
fellowship amid our ranks. This spiritual 
fellowship is lacking because we preach- 
ers are not sufficiently on fire with a sense 
of the presence of God to set our congrega- 
tions on fire. The Holy Spirit has no abid- 
ing place among us. The Holy Spirit does 
not find our hearts to be very comfortable 
as a tabernacle for Him. Consequently, 
our congregations are rebellious when we 
do seek to lay upon them the task of 
the Church and to lead them to a vision 
of the Kingdom. There is no doubt what- 
soever that there are as many rebellious 
souls in the Church as on the outside, to 
whom Christians ought to be witnesses 
of the living Christ. Only the Holy Spirit 
can make us effective witnesses. 

Prayer: “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly 
Dove, with all Thy quickening power,” 
renew and transform us so that we may 
testify effectively for Thee. Amen. 


Saturday: Witnessing to the Responsive 
Acts 10:30-35 

One of the greatest pleasures which 
comes to a preacher is the experience of 
the discovery that he is preaching to a 
responsive congregation, that every ear is 
attentive, that beyond those alert faces 
there are hungry hearts, that evidently 
this congregation came to worship with a 
sincere purpose. In such moments the 
power of God takes hold of the preacher, 
the grace of Jesus transfigures him, and 
one, by putting out the hand, could feel 
the Spiritual Presence very near. If con- 
gregations only knew how they, by their 
attitude, make and unmake services of 
worship, sermons and preachers. Leather 
faces and nodding heads can defeat the 
most effective preacher. It is decidedly 
not the task of the preacher to keep con- 
gregations awake—it is their business to 
inspire him to his best effort. 

Prayer: Give to us a hunger for 
righteousness, Heavenly Father. Give to 
all of us the great joy of the experience 
that we are speaking again and again to 
those who seek Thee. Amen. 


Sunday: Witnessing a Duty 
Psalm 107:1-9 

Those who know God, and Christ, and 
the living gospel of saving power, are, of 
course, under compulsion to share what 
they have with those who have not. The 
very nature of Christianity compels those 
who have it to share it with those who 
are not so privileged. The richest treas- 
ures of life, the most dynamic ideas and 
ideals, such as the gospel, can only be pos- 
sessed if they are shared. Otherwise they 
will wilt as though by blight or decay 
as by dry rot in one’s very hand or heart. 
Selfishness and the gospel, hate and love, 
greed and pride and Jesus, cannot abide 
in the same heart. One will always drive 
out or destroy the other sooner or later, 
As we witness we grow, and live, and are 
saved. As we refuse to witness we atro- 


NEW BOOKS 


THE SECRET OF 
VICTORIOUS LIVING 


containing 25 sermons 
260 pages. $1.50 


Harry Emerson Fosdick 


PRIZE SERMONS 


Contest Sponsored by 
“Church Management’’ 


In the hundreds of sermons sub- 
mitted in this contest there was 
a surprisingly high level of good 
preaching. The judges—Dr. 
Gaius Glenn Atkins, Charles W. 
Ferguson, Dr. W. P. King, Dr. J. 
W.G. Ward, Dr. William H. Leach 
(men who know good preaching 
when they see or hear it)—rated 
these 17 sermons best in content, 
construction, appeal, interest, and 
other elements which, in their 
opinion, constitute ‘‘good preach- 
ing.” 

The Judges were impartial in 
their selection. This analysis alone 
indicates their fairness: 

Many preachers widely known 
entered the contest. So did many 
whose reputation as preachers is 
limited principally to their own 
congregations and to the commun- 
ities which they serve. Yet, from 
the latter group came the major- 
ity of the sermons which appear 
among the seventeen in this book. 

Who enters sermon contests? 
Is the preaching better than aver- 
age? Are they men who meet the 
needs of congregations now? . 
This book gives the answers! 

17 Surprisingly 

Good ‘‘Prize Sermons” $1.50 

Descriptive Circular Sent Upon 
Request 


Arnold Carl Westphal 


JUNIOR SURPRISE- 
SERMONS: 


WITH HAND-MADE OBJECTS 


For several years past, Mr. 
Westphal has been a highly valued 
contributor to “Church Manage- 
ment’. In this new book he pre- 
sents an entirely new group of 
“Surprise’’ Sermons in which the 
center of visual interest is sup- 
plied by the workers instead of 
being supplied ready-made by the 
author. The prevailing note is 
simplicity, the materials to be 
used being of a character easily 
obtainable—such as paper, card- 
board, glue, crayon, paint, ete. 

Tilustrated, $1.50 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 


1505 RACE STREET, PHILA., PA, 


phy, and petrify and die. To speak and 
live for God and Christ is the joy of 
abundant living. 

Prayer: We pray Thee, O God, send out 
Thy light and Thy truth to the ends of 
the world by the modern disciples of 
Jesus. Enable us to taste the realization 
of the words of Jesus, “Ye are the light 
of the world.” Amen. 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TO 
MISSIONARIES 


A letter from our good friend, H. W. 
Deitz, Superintendent of Zion Reformed 
Sunday School of York, Pa., asks for the 
revised list of our missionaries, and en- 
closes a mimeographed sheet which he 
supplies to all his teachers at this season. 
It is a beautiful custom which should be 
more extensively followed by Sunday 
Schools. ‘We have given our missionaries 
all too little this year. There are some 
things better than money. We may have 
to say, “Silver and gold have I none”; but 
we should gladly say, “Such as I have give 
I unto thee.’ Mr. Deitz’s announcement 
to his teachers reads as follows: 


ZION REFORMED SUNDAY CHURCH 
SCHOOL 


York, Pa., Nov. 18, 1933 
Dear Co-Workers: 


All of us know how. much our Mission- 
aries enjoy greetings from the Home- 
Land, especially at Christmas time. The 
names of the missionaries with addresses 
are given herewith. Greetings had better 
be mailed not later than November 30. 
Cards or letters will cost 5¢ to mail. 

A red X has been placed before the name 
of certain missionaries as a suggestion for 
you. This is not meant to dictate to whom 
you should send greetings, but is done so 
that every missionary will receive a greet- 
ing. You may wish to select additional 
ones. 

BE SURE TO PLACE NAME OF 
CLASS, ZION REFORMED §&. 8., YORK, 
PA., ON GREETINGS AND NAME AND 
ADDRESS OF SENDER ON OUTSIDE 
OF ENVELOPE. 


It is estimated that the total number 
of Seripture volumes issued by the Bible 
Societies and by commercial Bible pub- 
lishers exceeds 27,000,000 volumes an- 
nually. 


CHAUTAUQUA IS SAVED 


Under a receivership, Chautauqua Insti- 
tution promoted a successful season in the 
summer of this year, against the odds of 
the depression. The program for 1935 is 
assured by the Chautauqua Reorganization 
Corporation, a group of interested prop- 
erty holders, who would not permit the 
passing of this sixty-year-old Protestant, 
religious and cultural summer center of 
America. No lover of the place, with its 
many traditions and memories, wanted to 
see different religious interests or commer- 
cial motives initiated. As a consequence, 
all property holders were glad to respond 
to the challenge to assume 20% of their 
property-taxation values as a pledge to the 
reorganization. The levy against our Re- 
formed ‘Church House was $578, which the 
Board of Directors assumed in hearty co- 
operation with others. Every member of 
the Church who has any love for Chautau- 


qua ought to respond to a call for a small* 


gift towards meeting this amount. Letters 
will be sent out from the office of the 
president, Rev. Henry L. Krause, Pgh., 
Pa., in early December asking for a Christ- 
mas gift to this cause. A list of all don- 
ors will be posted at the Church House 
next summer. Your name, if you know 
Chautauqua, will want to be thereon. Send 
your remittance to Miss Sarah EH. Wiant, 
treasurer, Plum St., Greenville, Pa. 

The beloved president of our Church, Dr. 
Geo. W. Richards, served his third chap- 
laincy this summer. He is a favorite and 
has a big following among the many diver- 
sified denominations found on the Chau- 
tauqua grounds. 

An item of considerable interest to many 
is the action-taken at the annual meeting 
last August by the Association. It is as 
follows: 

“Whereas, the name of this Association 
is the Chautauqua Association of the 

Reformed Chureh in the United States 

and The Reformed Church in America, 

Incorporated, and 
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“Whereas, the Reformed Church in the 
United States during the year last past 
has effected a merger with the Evan- 
gelical Synod of North America, said 
merged body now being known as The 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, 

“Be It Resolved, that all rights and priv- 
ileges enjoyed by members of the for- 
mer Reformed Church in the United 
States be, and they hereby are, extend- 
ed to and confirmed in all members of 
The Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
and that every action of this Associa- 
tion from this time forward shall be un- 
derstood to apply to said Evangelical 
and Reformed Church and the members 
thereof, in the same way that past ac- 
tions have applied to the Reformed 
Chureh in the United States and the 
members thereof.” 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
) >) ©) Ge ==) CO) C=) © 


Miss Rosa EH. Ziegler, Editor 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


East Pennsylvania Classical Semi-Annual 
Meeting. A spirit of keen spiritual inter- 
est and wide-awakeness pervaded the 44th 
semi-annual meeting of Hast Pennsylvania 
Classis, which met in First Church, Pal- 
merton, Pa., Rev. Clarence Whetstone, 
pastor, with an attendance of 194. Miss 
Minerva Weil, of Shenchow, China, told 
of her evangelistic work among the women 
at the various out-stations in China. Re- 
ports from the Eastern Synodical Conven- 
tion showed that after hard years, the 
various missionary efforts are on the up- 
ward trend. Rey. Sydney Smith of Pal- 
merton, asked the ladies to support the 
Dollar Day as sponsored by the Home Mis- 
sion Board, and spread the news to their 
various congregations. 


Reception and Tea in Grace Church, 
Pittsburgh. The W. M.S. of Grace Church, 
Pittsburgh, gave a Reception and Tea to 
the ladies of the Church, Wednesday, Oct. 
10, in the social rooms. Mrs. H. M. Hauer 
presided and Mrs. D. M. Kinzer conducted 
the devotions. Mrs. R. W. Osborne, assist- 
ed by several members of the Society, pre- 
sented the playlet, “An interview between 
a Seeker of Knowledge and Stanley High, 
world framed writer, teacher, preacher and 
traveler.” This playlet teaches the value 
of building Christian roads in other lands. 
Following the program, tea was served, 
with Mrs. J. E. Ash and Mrs. D. M. Kin- 
zer, past presidents, presiding. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL—ALLY OR 
ENEMY OF THE CHURCH? 


(Continued from Page 2) 


Before committing ourselves, therefore, 
as to whether the Sunday School is the 
Church’s ally or enemy, we can affirm that 
it is the Church’s step-child. In a real 
sense it was born outside the Church fam- 
ily. The Church has taken it in, given it 
“room and board,” as a rule lavished much 
affection and genuine concern upon it, but 
never really adopted it. There will always 
be tension between the Sunday School and 
the Chureh until the step-child is finally 
and completed adopted, given its foster- 


parents’ name, and made “one of the 
family.” 
But now to our question — Shall we 


think of the Sunday School as the ally of 
the Church or as its enemy? The chief 
objection made to it is that the Sunday 
School stands in the way of Church at- 
tendance. There can be no reasonable 
doubt that there is some truth in this 
objection. However, it dare not be pressed 
too far. In order to assess the relative 


strength and weakness of this objection 
we have only to ask ourselves whether the 
problem of ‘Church attendance would be 
completely solved by closing down all our 
Sunday Schools. Suppose that tomorrow 
the example of the man of whom Dr. 
Homrighausen speaks should be suddenly 
followed in every congregation of our de- 
nomination, would there be a rush into the 
services of the sanctuary next Sunday? 
How many of the young people and adults 
who now go home after Sunday School 
would appear in Church service next Sun- 
day (the substitute now being in existence 
no longer)? And ten years from now how 
many of those who are now children in 
the Sunday School would be regular at- 
tendants at the services of the sanctuary? 

The truth of the matter would seem to 
be, first of all, that the Sunday School 
acts both as a stimulus to Church attend- 
ance and as a deterrent. On any given 
Sunday for some people it acts as a deter- 
rent. In the long run it operates also as 
a stimulus, by virtue of the training which 
it gives children and youth in the things 
of religion. And, in the second place, the 
problem of Church attendance is a highly 
complex one whose solution is to be found 
in a host of factors, of which the Sunday 
School is but one. As a matter of cold, 
hard fact, less than half the members of 
the Reformed Church in the U. 8. in 1931 
were members of the Sunday School at all 
(154,663 out of 346,945). If the other 
200,000 did not attend Church as they 
should, it could not have been because of 
the Sunday School, for they did not belong 
to it. (While we are citing statistics it 
is in order to note that during the period 
1926-1931 only two Classes in Potomae 
Synod showed a gain in communicant 
membership: namely: Zion’s and North 
Carolina Classes. At the beginning of this 
five-year period the two Classes which had 
the largest Sunday School enrolments in 
Pore to their size were Zion’s and 

orth Carolina Classes. This can scarcely 
be ascribed to accident or coincidence.) 

The important and highly practical 
question remains, What shall be our policy 
as regards the Sunday School? It is safe 
to say that no one really wants to see 
it abolished. It is equally safe to say that 
every one wants to see it brought into the 
closest possible co-ordination with the 
Church, to the end that the common goal 
toward which the Church, the Sunday 
School, and all other worthy auxiliaries 
are striving, may be realized. With this 
end in view several proposals suggest 
themselves. 


1. Let us relate the organization of the 
Sunday School to the organization of the 
Church, At first glance this proposal has 
no bearing on our major problem, but in 
reality it does. A form of organization is 
needed which will bring the Sunday School 
into kindly subordination to the Church 
proper, and, conversely, establish the Sun- 
day School as the legitimate responsibil- 
ity of every Church member. Some few 
congregations have accomplished this suc- 
cessfully by setting up a Board of Chris- 
tian Education which stands as a bridge 
between Church and Sunday School. It is 
elected by the congregation, and on their 
behalf administers the Sunday School. 
Such a Board is peculiarly fitted to see 


the morning Church service and the Sun- ~ 


day School session as parts of one whole 
and to plan accordingly. <A less radical 
device consists in inviting the consistory’s 
committee on Christian Education to be- 
come regular members of the meeting of 
officers and teachers which ordinarily con- 
ducts the affairs of a Sunday School. This 
would seem to be a step in the right direc- 
tion. 


2. Let us relate the finances of the Sun- 


day School to the finances of the Church. 


If the Sunday School is placed in the 
Church budget and all people, young and 
old, give only one offering on a Sunday 
morning, two highly desirable objectives 
are accomplished simultaneously. On the 
one hand the Church itself is made respon- 
sible for the Christian nurture of its chil- 
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dren. On the other hand children from 
infancy on give to the Church itself 
rather than to an auxiliary organization. 
Contrary to what one might expect, it ap- 
pears from experience that under this 
plan there need be no decrease in offer- 
ings. (The actual experience of a Re- 
formed Church is available at this point, 
and will gladly be described to anyone in- 
terested therein.) 

3. Let us relate the services of the 
Sunday School to the services of the 
Church. This is probably the most impor- 
tant of the three. As a beginning we may 
do well practically to eliminate worship or 
opening exercises in Sunday School for all 
over confirmation age. This will give us 
a real lesson-period of forty-five minutes 
or so-in which study worthy of the name 
can be carried on. By the same token it 
will make it impossible for anyone to feel 
at the end of the Sunday School hour that 
he has been in a worship service. We 
shall then be in a position to invite him 
to the sanctuary itself where his worship 
needs can be met. As for the children un- 
der confirmation age, worship should be 
stressed for them in the Sunday School. 
Ministers differ as to the advisability of 
urging young children to attend the 
Church service. 

The foregoing discussion attempts to 


cover sO many points in such brief com- 
pass that it omits consideration of many 
vital issues. For one thing, it is not 
enough to invite young people to come to 
Church, nor yet to urge them, nor yet to 
deprive them of worship in Sunday School. 
After all these things are done, they may 
or they may not gladly turn their faces 
toward the worship of the sanctuary. How 
can we make the Church service—sermon 
and all—interesting, meaningful, and spir- 
itually helpful to them? ‘That is the real 
question. Again, any subordination of 
Sunday School to Church must be done 
with care, lest we nip in the bud the 
genuine interest which laymen feel in this 
organization. We are deeply concerned to 
enlist laymen and laywomen in the work 
of the ‘Church; why should we take pains 
to destroy the most vital Laymen’s Move- 
ment the Church of modern times has 
known: namely, the Sunday School? 

No one can foretell just what the future 
has in store for either the Sunday School 
or its parent organization, the Church. It 
does seem clear, however, that along 
some such lines as the foregoing the two 
must be brought into genuine Christian 
harmony, if their high calling and mission 
are to be fulfilled. 

Theological Seminary, 

Lancaster, Pa. 
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The American Red Cross has treated and 
corrected physical defects in 240,000 chil- 
dren the last year, according to its annual 
report. 

King Haakon Novy. 6 received in audi- 
ence Dr. Frank Buchman, founder of the 
Oxford Group Movement, who has been 
heading a team of 50 at Oslo for a fort- 
night. The group held a “house party,” 
which 1,000 persons attended. 

The engagement of the Infanta Beatriz 
of Spain, eldest daughter of former King 
Alfonso and Queen Victoria, to Don Ales- 
sandro Torlonia of a branch of a distin- 
guished ducal Roman family, was announc- 
ed Nov. 7. 

Officers of the Ward liner Morro Castle, 
destroyed by fire Sept. 8 with a loss of 
124 lives, were criticized Nov. 7 in a 
report by Dickerson N. Hoover, assistant 
director of the Bureau of Navigation and 
Steamboat Inspection Service. Mr. Hoo- 
ver’ was chairman of the Federal Board 
that investigated the disaster, and the 
report was for Secretary of Commerce 
Roper. 

Oscar Robson, a night club operator at 
Tucson, Ariz., was held Nov. 7 by the 
Federal Agents on a charge of extortion 
in connection with the kidnapping of 6- 
year-old June Robles last April who was 
found in the desert near Tucson. 

From $8,000,000,000 to $10,000,000,000 of 
unused credit is lying in the banks of the 
country waiting to be employed by busi- 
ness, according to Lyman E. Wakefield, 
president of the Association of Reserve 
City Bankers. 

Governor Albert C. Ritchie, seeking a 
5th term in Maryland was defeated by 
Harry W. Nice, Republican. 

69 Democratic Senators in the 74th Con- 
gress, a majority of 43 over all other par- 
ties were assured by the results of the 
recent general election. 

Harold G. Hoffman, 38, of New Jersey, 
was victor over W. L. Dill, his Democratic 
opponent for Governor. 

The Democratic election triumph in 
Pennsylvania broke a grip held by the 
Republicans since the post Civil War era. 
23 Democrats and 11 Republicans were 
elected to the lower house of Congress, 
George H. Earle, Democrat, was elected 
Governor of the State. Joseph F. Guffey, 


Democrat, defeated Senator Reed for the 
Senate. 

A 16,000 mile trip to the Little America 
post office of the Byrd Antarctic Expedi- 
tion was begun Nov. 7 by Charles F. An- 
derson, cancellation expert of the Post 
Office Department. The volume of mail, 
principally of a philatelic nature, clearing 
through the Little America office has 
grown to such magnitude as to require 
the services of an experienced post official. 

Breaking his own transcontinental trans- 
port plane record by almost an hour, Cap- 
tain Edward V. Rickenbacker, American 
World War ace, brought his monoplane 
down at the Newark airport Nov. 8. He 
covered 2,609 miles from Burbank, Cal., in 
12 hours 3 minutes and 50 seconds. The 
average speed was 217.4 miles an hour. 

The North German Lloyd liner Bremen, 
arriving Nov. 8 at the New York harbor 
on her 100th voyage of the Atlantic, broke 
her best crossing time and established a 
record run for the North Atlantic trade. 

Gaston Doumergue, Premier of France, 
resigned Nov. 9; also his cabinet. The 
new ministry under Pierre-Etienne Flan- 
din, includes many members of the old. 
The retiring Premier accused the radical 
socialists of breaking nine months’ politi- 
cal peace. 

A 1935 program for cotton, America’s 
principal export crop, which calls for the 
largest possible acreage reduction and in- 
creased payments to co-operating farmers, 
was drafted Nov. 8 at the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration. 

The Federal budget for the fiscal year 
beginning next July 1 will be $7,500,000,- 
000, according to a recent statement from 
the White House. 

The Nobel Prize in literature was award- 
ed Nov. 8 to the Italian playwright Luigi 
Pirandello for his general contribution to 
literature. The award is $41,318. 

The United States Fleet returned Novy. 
9 to Southern California bases which it 
left Apr. 9 for a summer in Atlantic 
waters. J 

The League of Nations released Nov. 9 
a voluminous report from its Saar Commis- 
sion giving a mass of evidence, chiefly of 
terrorism and spying, seized in a raid on 
the German Front in the Saar Basin terri- 
tory. 
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Although investigation of charges that 
there has been “shameful” waste in dis- 
tribution of relief funds was ordered Nov. 
10 by Harry L. Hopkins, administrator. 

The memorial, built by the people of 
Victoria State, Australia, was unveiled at 
Melbourne Noy. 11 by the Duke of Glou- 
cester, third son of the King of England. 
The unique feature of the shrine is the 
sun strikes it exactly at 11 A. M., Mel- 
bourne time, on Noy. 11 and no other time 
of the year. 

Marriner §S. Eccles, Utah banker and 
industrialist, was appointed by the Presi- 
dent to succeed Eugene R. Black as head 
of the Federal Reserve Board. 

A Senatorial commission embarked for 
the Philippines at Los Angeles Nov. 14 to 
make an economic survey “fraught with 
importance.’ This ‘Commission of four 
will consider economic changes urged in 
the idependence Act. The personnel are 
Tydings, McKellar, McAdoo and Gibson. 
They are traveling as guests of the Philip- 
pine Legislature. 

57 mammoth streamlined electric loco- 
motives have been ordered by the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad Company for use early 
next year between New York and Washing- 
ton. $15,000,000 is involved in the con- 
tracts. 


President Roosevelt led the nation in 
its Armistice celebration Nov. 11 by plac- 
ing a wreath on the tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. 

The memory of Woodrow Wilson, World 
War President, was honored Nov. 11 by 
thousands who visited his tomb in the 
Washington Cathedral. 

Moving toward more normal and stable 
international exchange conditions, the 
Treasury, with President Roosevelt’s ap- 
proval, granted a blanket license Nov. 12 
authorizing all transactions in foreign ex- 
change, transfers of credit and exports of 
currency, other than gold certificates, but 
including silver coins. 

A slight decline in the cost of living of 
wage earners in the United States, the 
first since last April, was noted in October, 
according to the indexes computed by the 
National Industrial Conference Board and 
made public Nov. 12. 

France and Italy support the 5-5-3 Navy 
ratio for United States, Great Britain 
and Japan and would resist increase to 
Tokyo on navies. 

Shops for jobless is being planned by 
FERA—a plan designated eventually to 
put the 10 or 12 millions of unemployed 
into jobs at lathes and looms, counters and 
benches for the purpose of making goods 
for the consumer. 
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STUDENT WORK IN PHILADELPHIA 

As usual our fall weeks have been given 
to getting in touch with our new students. 
At Drexel and the University of Pennsyl- 
vania there are increases of 10 per cent 
over the entire enrollments of the last col- 
lege year. Of the 61 post graduates and 
professional school students whose eol- 
leges we know, 36 come from 5 of our de- 
nominational colleges, while the other 25 
are graduates of 20 other institutions of 
higher learning, seattered from the Uni- 
versity of Beirut on the east to Heidel- 
berg and Ohio State on the west, and from 
Yale and Colgate on the north to Catawba 
and Duke on the south. It is very inter- 
esting to get together men and women 
from so wide a field, and with so widely 
differing backgrounds and hear their com- 
parisons in college customs and _ ideals. 
(Unfortunately we do not have the names 
of colleges of more than three-fourths of 
our graduate students.) We have been 
trying to contact the youth from our new 
sister denomination also, but none such 
have appeared as yet. 

How does the depression affect your 
group? This question is asked us very 
often. Our answer must be taken only as 
a series of generalities. 

Our students are for the most part more 
seriously minded. They are making better 
use of both their time and their funds. 
This makes our work both harder and 
easier. They want to talk more seriously 
than in former years, but they are also in 
greater numbers kept from attending our 
programs because of their great needs to 
earn additional funds. Our discussion 
groups are larger this year. 

But things are turning upward. In the 
cafeteria of a certain school in which we 
are doing work, the average lunch ticket 
was 23 cents a few years ago. The lean 
years brought that average down to 16 
cents two years ago. Last year, with a 
very slight raise in prices for food in this 
cafeteria, the tickets averaged 21 cents. 
They have no figures as yet for this school 
year, but feel that conditions are about 
the same as last year. 


Acquainting Campus Churches with 
Student Pastors 


A very practical way has been worked 
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out to acquaint the campus Churches with 
all of our student pastors. Each month 
or two a student pastor preaches in a dif- 
ferent Church. This means that some time 
during this or next year each Church in- 
terested will hear every one of these men, 
and by so doing get @ vision of student 
work that is far larger than any one de- 
nomination, For every one of these men 
make very valuable contributions to the 
students of denominations other than 
their own. 

The first of these services was held in 
the Lutheran Church of the Holy Com- 
munion on the evening of Sunday, Nov. 4, 
when the Reformed pastor for students 
preached. The second one will be held in 
the Asbury Methodist Chureh on _ the 
morning of Nov. 18, when the Reformed 
pastor will preach, and in the evening of 
the same date, the Lutheran pastor for 
students, the Rev. Robert H. Gearhart, Jr., 
D.D., a nephew of the late Elder Corn- 
man, of Grace Church, Washington, will 
preach at First Reformed Church. 


During the past 6 months the Reformed, 


student pastor has preached in 15 
Churches, including one Lutheran and two 
of the Reformed Church in America. 


We are most grateful for the co-opera- 
tion we have had recently, both in receiv- 
ing the names of new students, nurses and 
other young people who have recently 
come to this city, and for a number of 
very substantial gifts toward our financial 
support. May we urge further participa- 
tion in both of these directions? 

Also we are, with a few weeks’ notice, 
now ready to provide student programs 
if congregations or congregational groups 
will provide transportation. The value of 
such programs to the students, to young 
people who are thinking of becoming stu- 
dents, or ought to be doing so, and to 
parents of young people have _ been 
demonstrated in a great many ways. This 
has also contacted us with many young 
people who desire to confer with us. We 
ask your co-operation in our efforts to help 
train a more efficient leadership for our 
Churches, and that you will be free to 
address me, at 3601 Locust St., Philadel- 
phia. —Clayton H. Ranck, 


Student Minister 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
First Sunday in Advent. Dee. 2, 1934 


THE CHRISTIAN AS WITNESS 
I Thessalonians 1:1-10 


Golden Text: But ye shall receive pow- 
er, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you; 
and ye shall be my witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
Acts 1:8. 

Lesson Outline: 
ers. 3. Ensamples. 

Our lesson is taken from the earliest of 
Paul’s writings, his letter to his converts 
at Thessalonia. It is a missionary epistle. 
Some of the later writings of the apostle 
far surpassed it in depth and range of 
thought, but not in fervent zeal for the 
winning of souls. This first letter lays 
bare the great heart of Paul, his burning 
desire to proclaim the gospel, in word and 
deed, for the salvation of men; his pas- 
toral interest in his converts, that they 
might remain steadfast and grow in grace. 


The opening verses of the letter, which 
form our lesson, are a typical illustration 
of the spirit and aim of the entire writ- 
ing. First comes the salutation (v. 1). 


1. Leaders. 2. Follow- 


It is brief, terse, and, seemingly, insignifi- 
eant. Yet it contains the essence of the 
gospel, in being addressed to “the Church 
which is in God the Father and in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” And it unites in one 
formula the blessings of joy and peace, 
the customary greetings, respectively, of 
Greeks and Jews. Moreover, it transforms 
the Greek word for “joy” (Chairein) into 
the Christian term “grace” (Charis), thus 
deepening its content infinitely. 

Then Paul pours out his heart in grate- 
ful remembrance of the beginnings of 
Christianity in Thessalonia, in a passage 
that runs far beyond the limits of our 
present lesson (1:2-3:13). It should be 
read in its entirety in order to catch the 
thankful and joyful and triumphant mood 
that fills the soul of the apostle, in spite 
of persecution and opposition. Here, for 
the first time in the literature of Chris- 
tianity, we meet the noblest spiritual fruit 
of the new religion, and its cardinal vir- 
tues, in a deathless phrase, viz., “your 
work of faith, and labor of love, and 
patience of hope” (v. 8). 

But the verses that bear most directly 
on our topic, The Christian as Witness, 
are found in the remainder of the passage 
(vs. 4-10), especially in verses 5 to 8. 

There Paul speaks, first, of himself and 
his companions as leaders. “For our gospel 
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came not unto you in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assurance; as ye know what manner 
of men we were among you for your sake” 
(v. 5). Then he speaks affectionately of 
his converts, as “followers”. “And ye be- 
came followers of us, and of the Lord, hav- 
ing received the word in much affliction, 
with joy of the Holy Ghost” (v. 6). 
finally, he calls these followers “ensam- 
ples”. “So that ye were ensamples to all 
that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
For from you sounded out the word of 
the Lord, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place your faith 
to God-ward is gone forth; so that we 
need not to speak anything” (vs. 7, 8). 

Thus we get a revealing glimpse into 
the spread of Christianity during the 
apostolic age. The open secret of its amaz- 
ing success and rapid growth in a hostile 
world lay in witness-bearing. That is the 
bond that unites Paul and the Thessa- 
lonians, the leader and the followers. Both 
were living examples of the faith they 
proclaimed. Verbally and vitally, they 
confessed Jesus Christ. ; 

That still remains the only effective 
method of spreading Christianity. As on 
the day of Pentecost, so today men are 
endued with power from on high in order 
to become the witnesses of Jesus Christ. 
And when the Church fulfils this mission 
faithfully and heroically, pentecostal re- 
sults follow. But only when the witness 
is borne, “not’in word only, but also in 
power” (v. 5). Indeed, the Greek word 
translated “witness” means “martyrer”, 
which clearly suggests that living, rather 
than talking or telling, is the testimony 
that counts and convinces. A martyrer for 
Christ’s sake is the final demonstration 
of the power of the gospel, and the con- 
clusive argument for its truth. 

I. Leaders. “Ye know what manner of 
men we were among you for your sake.” 
That sounds boastful, but it was written 
in utter humility of spirit. Paul does not 
refer to his learning and eloquence, nor 
to his apostolic dignity and authority. He 
refers to “his work of faith, his labor of 
love, his patience of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Saul of Tarsus had been 
transformed into Paul, the apostle. That 
new creature in Christ Jesus traversed 
Asia and Europe, seeking recruits for the 
Master. There was no Christian Bible 
then, not even the beginning of our New 
Testament; no ecclesiastical institution, 
with a trained clergy to preach and teach 
men; no elaborate ritual of the new faith. 

But there was a living religion, a vital 
Christianity. It existed in the souls of 
men who had come under the spell of 
Christ, and who were endued with His 
Spirit. It manifested itself powerfully in 
their daily lives, in all their ways and 
works. Thus, like a mighty leaven, the 
gospel transformed men and permeated 
the social order. It was living witness- 
bearing, personal testimony that per- 
formed miracles of spiritual transforma- 
tion, 

Since then that religion of the Spirit 
has found manifold expression. Our 
Bibles and hymnals, our ereeds and eate- 
chisms, our Churches and ceremonies are 
testimonies to Christ, and outward ex- 
pressions of the faith He kindles in the 
souls of men. And, as such, they are of 
great value in the propagation of the 
gospel. There is a message of salvation 
that we must tell out among the nations. 
In sermon and song, in printed and spoken 
words we proclaim the glad tidings. 

But our proclamation of the gospel must 
be backed up by a demonstration of its 
power of salvation in our daily life. In 
us, also, the Word must become incarnate 
in. order that men may see its grace and 
truth, and feel its power of salvation. 
Paul was a sermon in shoes: He wrought 
out the gospel in living characters, even 
as he had found it in Christ. That made 
His words mighty. 


Every pastor and leader has similar ex- * 
periences, Gifts and talents and training 
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count for much in the work of the Church, 
but only as the adornment of a life of 
sincerity and integrity. And such lives 
are effective in the propagation of the 
gospel, even when they lack culture. On 
the other hand, the greatest stumbling- 
blocks to the acceptance of Christ as the 
world’s Saviour are not the creeds we 
confess but the deeds we commit and 
omit, not the mental difficulties of our 
Christian faith but the moral delinquen- 
cies and inconsistencies of its confessors. 

Who can measure the spiritual effect 
and influence of a Christian who, like 
Paul, can point to his life and say, “Ye 
know what manner of man I was among 
you,” not for gain or glory, but “for your 
sake’’? 

II. Followers. “And ye became follow- 
ers of us, and of the Lord, having re- 
ceived the word in much afiliction, with 
joy of the Holy Ghost” (v. 6). One must 
recall the happenings at Thessalonica when 
Paul and Silas proclaimed the gospel in 
that Macedonian town (Acts 17:1-9). 
They explain the words of his letter. We 
learn that some of the resident Jews and 
a great multitude of devout Greeks, men 
and women, “were persuaded and consort- 
ed with Paul and Silas.” And, directly, 
they were assaulted, dragged before the 
magistrate, and accused of “turning the 
world upside down.” 

Evidently the preaching of Paul, his 
words and works, had “persuaded” these 
Thessalonian Jews and Gentiles to a new 
life. Certainly, it had changed their 
“minds”, their opinions and beliefs. The 
Jews had given up their legalism; and the 
Greeks, their paganism. But that does 
not explain the “much affliction” which 
they suffered, and which the apostle re- 
calls in his letter. The world does not 
punish and persecute men for their changes 
of religious beliefs. 

The transformation wrought by Paul’s 
witness to Christ had been much more 
radical than that. It had changed the 
lives of certain Thessalonians, as well as 
their minds. So great was the transforma- 
tion of their character, that they were 
accused, rightly, of turning the world up- 
side down. 

Thus, both leaders and followers are 
“imitators” (as the Revised Version has 
it) of Christ. “Of us,” says Paul, but he 
does not fail to add, “and of the Lord” 
(v. 6). There is no better description of 
Christians. They are the disciples of 
Jesus, pupils and learners of His gospel. 
But what they learn of Him is how to 
live in His Spirit, and according to the 
Father’s will. And what they get from 
Him is not merely new religious beliefs 
and moral precepts, but a new purpose 
and a new power. They become living 
witnesses to Christ, and to God’s power 
of salvation. 

Such witness-bearing turns the world 
upside down. It is a difficult and danger- 
ous enterprise, which entails affliction. 
So it was in Thessalonia, and so it has 
ever been in this topsy-turvy world. 
Christ came into it to set it right and 
straight, in all its relationships, godward 
and manward. If we truly emulate His 
Spirit, bearing verbal and vital witness 
to the Kingdom of God, we shall know 
something of the cup He drank, and of the 
cross He bore to lead men to God. 

But we shall also taste something of 
the “joy of the Holy Ghost,” in the midst 
of affliction, as the followers of Christ 
experienced it in Thessalonica. The joy 
and strength of religion are known only 
to those who live it. That is their ex- 
ceeding great reward. It is the crown of 
eternal life that our Lord promised to all 
who believe in Him. 


III. Ensamples. “So that ye were en- 
samples to all that believe in Macedonia 
and Achaia. For from you sounded out 
the word of the Lord not only in Mace- 
donia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; 
so that we need not to speak anything” 
(vs. 7, 8). 

That is a remarkable tribute, from apos- 
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tolie lips, to the power of a good example. 
It sounds like an exaggeration, almost, to 
hear Paul say that “we need not to speak 
anything,” because “in every place your 
faith to God-ward is gone forth.” Like 
a contagion, as it were, their living faith 
spread far and wide, even beyond the 
borders of Macedonia and Achaia. 

Yet Paul did not overstate the case. 
Only life begets life. And Christianity is 
primarily a new life. It is not our verbal 
statements about it that explain its vigor 
and vitality through the centuries, but 
the changed lives of millions of men. The 
gospel needs no other apologetic. Our 
doctrines and theories may, and often do, 
misrepresent the gospel, but still it con- 
tinues its redemptive reign. But when 
our lives caricature it, we make it void. 
And when we truly live the gospel, “we 
need not to speak anything.” What we 
are and do in the Spirit of Christ speaks 
louder and clearer than our words. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 2: What Is the Purpose of Missions? 
Matt. 28:16-20 

The word “Missions” is frequently mis- 
understood. It has been so intimately as- 
sociated with money that many people 
think of it as simply an effort to get money 
out of people. Others have an idea that 
the term means going into foreign lands 
and preach the gospel to the “heathen.” 
Neither of these two conceptions is exact- 
ly correct. Of course, the raising of money 
is associated with the missionary enter- 
prise and preaching the gospel among non- 
Christian people is certainly a part of the 
work of missions, but missions means much 
more than either or both of these ideas. 
The word “missions” comes from a Latin 
word which means “to send.” It has prac- 
tically the same meaning as the Greek word 
“apostolos”; missionary and apostolic mean 
the same thing, one expressing it in Latin 
and the other in Greek. It is interesting 
to hear some folks saying: “I believe in 
one holy, eatholic and apostolic church” 
and in the same breath to hear them say- 
ing that they do not believe in missions. 
In other words, they deny in Latin what 
they affirm in Greek! 

Now, the purpose of missions is the 
preaching of the gospel and the spread of 
Christ’s Kingdom. The religion of Jesus 
Christ is essentially a missionary religion. 
There are only two missionary religions in 
the world, the one is Christianity and the 
other is Mohammedanism. Both of them 
seek to make converts by propaganda. 

The purpose of Jesus in founding His 
Kingdom was to make it a universal King- 
dom. It was to include all men every- 
where. It was to take in the uttermost 
parts of the earth. No country, no nation, 
no people regardless of color or creed, 
were eventually to be excluded. Jesus 
came to be the Savior of all men and it 
was His purpose that His followers should 
carry this message to the ends of the earth. 
Consequently His last words to His disci- 
ples were, “Go ye into all the world and 
make disciples of all nations.” There we 
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have the so-called Great Commission. That 
was the marching order for the Church of 
Christ. Missions then simply means the 
carrying out on our part of this last com- 
mand of our Lord. It means the doing 
of the will of Christ, obeying His orders. 
It is, therefore, not an optional thing with 
people who profess to be followers of 
Christ. They cannot be true followers and 
not enter into His program for the world. 
Missions means making disciples for 
Christ, extending and building up His 
Chureh in the world. 
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free. 
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The Mercersburg 


Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 
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HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


But it means even more than this. Mis- 
sionary effort includes not only winning 
people to discipleship but also christianiz- 
ing all areas and relationships in life. It 
means the christianizing of the whole so- 
cial order. To win individuals to Christ is 
one thing but to fill every relationship of 
life with the spirit of Jesus Christ is a 
different thing, but no country, no com- 
munity can be said to be Christian until 
the whole of its life is controlled and dom- 
inated by the spirit of Christ. Both of 
these ideas are expressed in the Great 
Commission—“Go ye therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded.” 

Missions means sharing the Christian life 
with others. Every Christian man or 
woman will want to do this. If we our- 
selves have found the Christ, we, like the 
early disciples, want to tell others about 
Him. When Andrew found Jesus he im- 
mediately went and told his brother. By 
sharing the good news with others it be- 
comes more real and vital for ourselves. 
The more we give of it to others, the more 
we have of it for ourselves. That is one 
of the peculiar things about the Christian 
religion. We can give it away and still 
keep it—and we can try to keep for our- 
selves and lose it. Every Christian is a 
missionary. It may not be possible for 
everyone to go into the far off places of 
our own or other countries, but we can 
make it possible for others to go. And 
here is where the money side of this en- 
terprise comes in. Through our money we 
can be active in every part of the world 
and thus in a real sense fulfill the Great 
Commission of our Lord. We must, how- 
ever, not get the impression that our whole 
missionary responsibility is discharged by 
simply giving money to the cause. Per- 
sonal work on our part is also required. 
We must ever seek to win new converts 
to Christ. This must be done right here 
at home, in our own little circles, in our 
own country and it must then be extended 
into all the world. Missions is the beating 
heart of the Church. It is its first and 
greatest task, and therefore every member 
should be interested in this cause and help 
it forward. 


LEAGUE CONFERENCES 


Juniata Classis has shown the way how 
to promote the Churchmen’s League in an 
orderly and thorough fashion. Under the 
direction of the Classical Committee of 
the League, Dr. James M. Runkle, chair- 
man, Trinity Church, Altoona, Pa., had 
arranged for three conferences of laymen, 
to be held on three successive evenings 
in three sections of the Classis and thus 
made possible the attendance of laymen 
from almost every Church at the most 
convenient point. Dr. J. Albert EHyler had 
charge of the Bedford district, Rev. Victor 
Steinberg of the Martinsburg district, and 
Dr. Runkle of Altoona. This arrangement 
proved very practical and the response of 
the laymen was not only satisfactory, but, 
beyond all expectation. 

The first conference was held Nov. 12 at 
Osterburg, where the pastor, the Rey. John 
W. Bechtel, had arranged for a meeting 
of the laymen of the Reformed district, in 
the basement of the Church. The women 
served an elaborate chicken dinner with 
all the customary trimmings. About 75 
laymen were in attendance and all 
Churches but one were represented. The 
laymen showed great interest in the mes- 
sage of the secretary and pledged them- 
selves to bring the matter before the lay- 
men of their respective charges, expecting 
favorable action. They enthused over the 
prospect of further fellowship with the 
laymen of all the Churches in their dis- 
trict and were favorably impressed with 
the program of the League and the enlarg- 
ed fellowship with laymen of the Evan- 
gelical Brotherhood. “We never enjoyed 
each other more than at this occasion and 
expect much from further contacts, such 
as the League program provides,” was the 
general comment. 
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_————— 


The Classical Missionary and Steward- 
ship Committee, under the direction of the 
Rev. Ralph J. Harrity, of Altoona, held 
a conference on the Kingdom Roll Call 
at this occasion, other such conferences 
having already been held in other sections 
of the Classis, but this was the only con- 
ference where both interests were repre- 
sented. 


The second conference was held in Christ 
Church, Altoona, on Noy. 13, and despite 
the rain was attended by about 70 laymen. 
Here too, the interest was keen and the 
wish unanimous that the men of the 
Church should get together for study, fel- 
lowship and action. The secretary com- 
mented on the pioneer service rendered by 
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Chapter No. 7 of Christ Chureh, whose 
officers and members expressed themselves 
most favorably and enthusiastically for 
the League and the value of such study 
and fellowship. They too were thrilled 
with the prospect of enlarged co-operation 
with the Evangelical Brotherhood. Rev. 
Charles D. Rockel, the pastor, who early 
saw the value of a League of laymen, voic- 
ed his appreciation of the intimacy and 
value of fellowship with the laymen of 
his Church, and the greater work they 
were doing in the Church and community. 
At this conference Trinity Church, of 
which Dr. Runkle is pastor, had 40 lay- 
men present, who enthused over the pros- 
pect of organizing a League in their 
Church, which has a small army of strong 
laymen on its roll. The chairman had the 
endorsement of his home Church. The Re- 
formed Church at Hollidaysburg was rep- 
resented by the pastor, Rev. F. D. Eyster, 
and several laymen. It would have done 
the pioneer workers of our League good to 
hear the tributes of appreciation to the 
work of the League. , 

Grace Church, Altoona, Pa., which had 
arranged for a Father and Son banquet 
for this evening and could not have its 
laymen present for this reason, through the 
courtesy of Pastor Harrity, gave the sec- 
retary an opportunity to present the work 
of the League at this occasion where 70 
were present and the response was very 
favorable to the organization of a chap- 
ter. 

The third conference was held at Mar- 
tinsburg, Pa., on Wednesday evening, Noy. 
14, the Rev. Victor Steinberg, pastor. 
Since two chapters had already been estab- 
lished there and were functioning satis- 
factorily, the conference naturally express- 
ed itself as favorable to the formation of 
a chapter in every Church in that section. 
Several young men directed this meeting. 
The entire expenses of the secretary were 
met by the free-will offerings of the lay- 
men, 
Chairman Runkle. What was done in 
Juniata Classis might well be done by 
every Classical Committee in every Clas- 
sis and the results will be amazing. 

Our laymen are ready and willing to 
co-operate. All that we need to do is to 
make the opportunity and occasion for con- 
ferences and definite organization of a 
chapter in every congregation. What a 
wealth of talent would be discovered and 
enlisted in the work of the Church. The 
League is deeply appreciative of the fine 
hospitality shown the secretary at the 
home of Chairman Runkle and the open- 
heartedness and splendid co-operation of 
pastors and laymen. Secretary Darms en- 
joyed the fellowship with the Ministerium, 
which met at Clayburg, Pa., in the hospit- 
able bome of Rey. J. G. Grimmer, when he 
spoke briefly on the Stewardship of the 
pastorate. 

If we will follow the lead of Juniata 
Classis in every Classis, our laymen’s work 
and the League would take a spurt for- 
ward and thousands of splendid laymen 
would come to the front and enjoy the 
intimate fellowship of thought and serv- 
ice, which is native among those, who 
know themselves as brothers in Christ 
Jesus and co-workers with God in the 
building of His Kingdom. Let us have 
several conferences for laymen convenient- 
ly arranged in the interest of un League 
in every Classis. 


JUSTUS TIMBERLINE 
(Continued from Page 6) 


clearer and more definite than what I’ve 
been listening to. 

I-ask my friend, “Doesn’t this convince 
you that Shakespeare had a hand in pro- 
during the King James Bible?” 

Of course he says he doesnt’ believe it, 
and I admit I don’t, either. But by that 
time he has lost interest in me. 

I tried it once on a man who believes 
strange stuff about the Lost Ten Tribes. 
It deflated him completely, and he never 
bothered me again. 
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The Donkey Is Intelligent 


My pastor is a member 


of the local 


Rotary Club, and sometimes he shows me 


the club paper. 


I found a piece in it the other day which 


I’d like to pass on. 
interesting 


favor of that 


guage called Esperanto. 
Esperantan, if that’s the word; 
a lot to be 
of common 


I do think there’s 
some sort 
civilized peoples. 


It was written in 
artificial lan- 
Not that ’m an 
although 
said for 
language among 


“The case for Esperanto, as an ideal 
auxiliary language, is well presented by 
the little story told in Esperanto and Eng- 
lish at the Vienna convention (1931) of 


Rotary International, 


went as follows: 
Esperanto 


Sinjoro prezidanto, 
kdj Rotarianoj, 


Nuntempe staras 
inter ni, 


Rotarianoj el diver- 
saj landoj, 
tre alta muro, 
dika muro, 
Cu vi volas detrui 

tiun muron? 

Se vi konsentas, re- 
spondu ies! 

Se vi ne konsentas, 
respondu ne! 

Cu vi konsentas? 

Bone, nun mi diros 
al vi mallongan 
rakonton. 

Sed komence, mi 
faros al vi duan 
demandon: 

Cu la azeno estas 
inteligenta besto? 

Bone! Unu vendisto 
de tapisoj 

multe vojagis kun 
sia azeno. 

Li estis Greko. 

Li iris al Jugasla- 
vujo, 

Hungarujo, Ruman- 
ujo, Turkujo. 

Li tute ne kompre- 
nis la homojn en 
tiuj landoj. 

Tio tre cagrenis lin. 


tre 


Kaj unu tagon li 
notis kuriozan 
fakton. 

En ciuj landoj, in 
Grekujo. 

enn Rumanujo, k. ¢., 

lia azeno komprenis 
la aliajn. 

Ti parolis la saman 
lingvon. 

Cu la azeno estas 
inteligenta besto? 


Having given you 


You will reeall it 


English 

Mr. President 
and fellow Rotar- 
ians! 

At the present time 
there stands _ be- 
tween us, 

Rotarians from dif- 
ferent countries, 

a very high wall, a 
very thick wall. 
Do you want to de- 
stroy that wall? 
If you agree, answer 

es! 

If you do not agree, 
answer no! 

Do you agree? 

Good, now I will tell 
you a short story. 


But first of all I will 
ask you a second 
question: 

Is the donkey an in- 
telligent animal? 
Good! A carpet mer- 

chant 

traveled much 
his donkey. 

He was a Greek. 

He went to Yugosla- 
via, 

Hungary, Rumania, 
Turkey. 

He did not at all un- 
derstand the people 
in those countries. 

That worried him 
very much. 

And one day he no- 
ticed a curious fact. 


with 


In all countries, in 
Greece, 

in Rumania, ete., 

his donkey under- 
stood the others 

They spoke the same 
language. 

Is the donkey an in- 
telligent animal? 


this bit of Esperanto, 


with a translation, let me say that I think 
myself that the donkey is intelligent, even 
though I don’t take the little story as a 
complete argument. 

In our town there are people who, for 
any use they have been to one another, 
might have been as unintelligible as those 
whom the carpet merchant met. To all in- 
tents and purposes they are foreigners to 
one another, not neighbors. 

And the pity of it is that many of these 
people are Church members. Are they in- 
telligent? 


This Is What “Gets Its Man” 


Remember that crazy “information” 
against an alleged criminal, which I put 
on this page a few weeks ago? 

It took several hundred words, most of 
them repetitious, and in their multitude 
altogether confusing, to say that one man 
shot another and killed him. 

The Editor has a friend in Kansas City 
who is interested in such matters, and 
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my | books « 


Any book Saatentied in 
this journal 
—any book reviewed or 
mentioned in this journal 
ANY book you want to 
buy can be bought from 
the— 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA- 
TION OF THE EVANGELICAL 
AND REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE U. S. 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia, 
Postage Postpaid : 


Pa. 
Prompt Service 


who sent him a document which shows 
that legal documents need not be cross- 
word puzzles. The Editor hands this paper 
to me, saying: “That’s in your depart- 
ment, Brother T.” 

All right, I ean use it. It comes from 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, and is a complaint 
against an accused murderer. Read it and 
see how sensible it is: 


“CITY OF WINNIPEG 
CRIMINAL COURT 


Canada, Province of Manitoba 
Eastern Judicial District 
City of Winnipeg 
The Information and Complaint of William 
Thompson, Constable of the City of 
Winnipeg. 

In the Province of Manitoba, taken 
under oath this tenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-four, at the City of 
Winnipeg in the Province aforesaid, be- 
fore the undersigned John Smith of the 
City of Winnipeg, one of His Majesty’s 
Police Magistrates, in and for the Proy- 
ince of Manitoba, who saith: 

THAT John Doe at the City of Winni- 
peg aforesaid, on or about the first day of 
October, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and thirty-four, did 
unlawfully kill and murder one Edward 
Williams, contrary to the provisions of 
the statute in such case made and provided. 

John Smith.” 


Under this “Information and Complaint” 
William Thompson, constable, knows he 
ean get his man, that the complaint will 
stick, justice will be done, and the gen- 
eral community protected. 

The thing I printed before was prepared 
to prevent exactly what this short and 
sensible document accomplishes. 

That other was intended to give the ac- 
cused man all the breaks, and to hog-tie 
those who sought to bring him to book for 
his crime. 

I’m not surprised that so many people 
disbelieve in our courts of “justice”! 


WEST SUSQUEHANNA CLASSIS 


The fall meeting of West Susquehanna 
Classis was held in St. Peter’s Church, 
Rebersburg, Pa., Rev. A. J. Miller, pastor, 
on Oct. 2-3, with Rev. A. S. Asendorf, 
State College, presiding. After the open- 
ing, Classis learned with satisfaction that 
representatives of all the four Boards of 
the General Synod, and of the Phoebe 
Home were present, but we also learned, 
though with not so much satisfaction, that 
if they did not all want to speak at the 
same time, the most of them did want 
to speak at the morning session. As time 
did not permit this, a plan was finally 
worked out whereby four spoke at the 
morning session, one at the noon hour, 
while we were assembled around the din- 
ner table, and one during the afternoon. 

The substance of these addresses were 
referred to the various committees, who 
presented their reports later on in the ses- 
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sion. Then we found we were up against 
this: When a discussion arose on some 
point in a committee’s report, and we 


needed enlightenment, the representative 
of the Board having that particular matter 
in hand was not present to throw on the 
light. Consequently there were occasions 
when the Classis had to “walk in dark- 
ness”, 

Query: Why can there not be some plan- 
ned economy of time (and of finance, too) 
whereby the different representatives 
could be at the meeting at pre-arranged 
times, when the reports they are inter- 
ested in could be brought up, discussed, 
and acted upon, in their presence? Such 
a plan could be worked out. The use of 
a little gray matter and some “give and 
take” by the Classes would do the trick. 
Not all the Classes need to meet on a 
Monday or a Tuesday. Six days of the 
week could be utilized. And if four or 
more Classes in contiguous territory were 
to meet on successive days, money and 
time would be saved in travel. We refer 
this matter to the Executive Committee of 
General Synod. Attention, Dr. Lampe! 

At the opening session on Wednesday 
morning an address was made by Dr. 
George S. Moyer, of Freeburg. The ad- 
dress was scholarly, logical, and showed 
a profound knowledge of Reformed Church 
history and policies. The address made 
quite an impression upon the brethren. 

All the Apportionments handed down 
by the Synods were accepted. There was 
some hesitation about accepting the Ap- 
portionment for one of our institutions, 
but the reference of this item to the 
proper committee helped the Classis over 
this hurdle nicely, and this item was also 
finally accepted. 

Two important petitions came before the 
Classis. One was a petition from the Lew- 
isburg consistory. Evidently that con- 
sistory does not think that progress is 
being made fast enough in raising the 
Church’s share of the Sustentation Fund, 
which fund, for the benefit of those who 
don’t know, is supposed to provide out of 
its income a pension of $500 each year for 
the ministers who arrive at the age of 70 
years and have given at least 30 years of 
service to the Church. The fact that the 
Church at large has raised only about 30% 
of its share of the fund, whereas the min- 
isters are now contributing the full 100% 
of their share, in their annual payments, 
thereby compelling the Board of Minis- 
terial Relief, because of the delinquency 
on the part of the Church at large, to pay 
only one-half the amount of the pension, 
is something the Lewisburg consistory 
does not look upon with composure, and 
they think something ought to be done 
about it, and at once. They are saying 
so in their petition to the Classis. 

Evidently the opinion of the Lewisburg 
men is concurred in by the Board of Min- 
isterial Relief. For in the Board’s state- 
ment to the Classes this fall they are ask- 
ing the Classes to authorize its officers, 
“after conferring with the Board, to work 
out a plan whereby the benefits of each 
member of the Sustentation Fund belong- 
ing to the Classis shall be increased, and 
to present this plan to the next meeting of 
the Classis for its consideration and ac- 
tion.” 

The plan presented by the consistory 
at Lewisburg is their answer to the 
30ard’s request. Briefly stated, they peti- 


tion Classis to petition the General 
Synod to apportion the Church’s share, 
still due, in such a way that it will 


be paid in full in a period of five years. 
Next, since General Synod will not meet 
for several years and cannot act on the 
petition, in order to get the thing under 
way at once, they petition the Classis to 
apportion its share of the unpaid portion 
of the Chureh’s share, one-fifth of the 
amount each year for the next five years, 
or until the amount is paid in full. 

This petition started quite a discussion. 
Some of the men said, “It would be rob- 
bing the Boards.” Others said it would 
be doing simple justice to the men who 
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have given years of service to the Church. 
It was pointed out, in effect, that during 
the period since the Sustentation Fund 
has been in existence, 17 years, millions 
of our Apportionment monies have been 
used in behalf of people who have done 
nothing, or very little, for the Church, in the 
mission fields, both at home and abroad, 
and in our benevolent institutions, while 
in the same period less than half a mil- 
lion has been raised to pension those who 
have given their whole life to the Church. 
However, Classis did not see its way clear 
to decide the issue or to grant the peti- 
tion at this meeting, but it did refer the 
entire matter to a special committee to 
consider and to bring in a plan at the 
February meeting. 

The second petition before the Classis 
was one from St. John’s congregation, 
White Deer, Pa. a part of the White 
Deer Charge, of which the late Rev. I. S. 
Ditzler was the pastor. The petition asked 
for the dissolution of that congregation. 
The congregation numbered only 13 per- 
sons, is located in a field already fully 
“Churched”, had no future, and had been 
holding services irregularly for quite a 
time. For several years Rev. Mr. Ditzler 
and his little group of people had faced 
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the dissolution of the congregation as the 
inevitable outcome, and the day before he 
died, Mr, Ditzler had planned to hold a 
congregational meeting for the purpose 
of taking steps towards the dissolution. 
After his death, the people carried out. 
his plan, and the result was the petition 


to Classis. Of course, Classis granted the~ 


petition, dismissed the remaining mem- 
bers to neighboring congregations, accord- 
ing to their choice, and the property was 
referred to the Board of Trustees to dis- 
pose of as seems best. 

The Classis was hospitably entertained 
by the good people of St. Peter’s congre- 
gation. All the meals, breakfast included, 
were served at the Church, and comfort- 
able lodgings were provided in the homes, 
all this without “money and without 
price”. After breathing in the “profiteer- 
ing atmosphere” present at so many of our 
Synodical gatherings, it is quite refresh- 
ing to enjoy the old-time hospitality 
furnished by our small-town and country 
congregations at the meetings of our 
Classes. The winter meeting will be held 
on Feb. 12-13, 1935, at which time we will 
be the guests of the First Church, Middle- 
burg, Pa., Rev. H. G. Snyder, pastor. 

H. H. Rupp, Stated Clerk 
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